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Our missior educate and
engage the community in habitat
restoration and watershed
stewardship to enhance salmon.
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SKAGIT VALLEY MATTERS

The Skagit Valley is an incredible
place. We are surrounded by sweeping
vistas of snow peaked mountains, scenic
waterways that wind their way through
our communities, easy access to a wealth
of amazing recreation opportunities,
lush forest lands, and
productive family farms.
It is a spectacular place.
There is no place like it on
earth. Our fish, wildlife,
and communities know it.
Thousands of migrating
birds utilize the healthy
habitats of the Skagit
Valley, the diversity of
salmon is like no other

The cornerstone of the Skagit Fisheries
Enhancement Group is assisting local
landowners with making improvements
to their land which in turn ensures the

in the continental United

States, and people come from all over the
world to experience the magnificence
and beauty of what our landscapes have
to offer.

Ensuring that these scenic landscapes
and healthy habitats continue to exist for
future generations of people and wildlife
is imperative. Whether you enjoy the
delicious food grown in the rich Skagit
Valley soil, the ability to access world
class recreation opportunities out your
back door, the prospect of catching an
elusive steelhead trout, or the ability to
catch a glimpse of a magnificent orca
whale breaching in the Sound we must
protect, preserve, and restore the Skagit
to ensure these opportunities continue to
exist.

~ ALISON STUDLEY

health of the Skagit Valley and all those

that benefit from its values. The Skagit
Fisheries Enhancement
Group helps landowners |
with navigating the
complex world of
designing habitat ,
restoration projects,
acquiring permits,
securing funding, and
ultimately implementing
the projects in a cost
effective manner. We
engage communities

with helping agencies with limited

resources to restore public lands. And

we provide free education programs

to students helping to teach them to

be future leaders and stewards of our

amazing Skagit Valley.

Each of these projects large or small is
ensuring that the Skagit Valley remains a
world class place for salmon, birds, orcas,
and our human communities. Thank you
for all you do to keep our Skagit Valley a
remarkable place to live, work, and play.
With your help and support, the Skagit
will continue to be a magical place for
future generations.

Executive Director




COMMUNITY
OUTREACH

6,254
INDIVIDUALS

reached through
community engagement
programs

SUMMARY OF 2019 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

RIPARIAN RIPARIAN
PLANTINGS MAINTENANCE

16,659 203
NATIVE PLANTS ACRES

Planted covering of native plant care
nearly 14 acres along and invasive plant
local streams removal

KNOTWEED HABITAT
TREATMENT OPENED

2,586 4
ACRES MILES

of floodplain of stream opened
surveyed along by removing fish

36 miles of river passage barriers

VOLUNTEER
INVOLVEMENT

8,757
HOURS

donated by
community
volunteers

KIDS
EDUCATED

1,880
STUDENTS
engaged in
environmental science
education programs




ORCA RECOVERY PROJECTS

Increasing the abundance of Chinook
salmon for Orcas to eat is key to the
recovery of this iconic species. One of
the highest priority goals to increase
numbers of Chinook salmon in Puget
Sound is to reconnect floodplain habitat
along the rivers in the Skagit watershed.
Currently SFEG has partnerships for three
habitat restoration projects funded in
part by the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation'’s Killer Whale Research and
Conservation Grant Program. These three
restoration projects are specifically being
implemented to increase Chinook salmon
in the Skagit River and provide more
prey for Orca whales. In Marblemount,
we continue to work with Skagit County
Parks to restore and enhance historic side
channel habitat in Pressentin Park while
also increasing amenities for recreation
and other wildlife. A project at Cedar
Grove will remove a culvert crossing and
restore salmon access to Ovenell Slough
to provide valuable habitat for young
Chinook salmon. And in the Skagit
River Delta we are working to reconnect
the lower part of Britt Slough to the
Skagit River on WDFW land in order to
increase habitat for Chinook salmon.
These projects will result in significant
habitat gains for Chinook salmon and will
ultimately provide more food for Orcas
and help ensure their survival.

Volunteers assist SFEG staff to document the
number of young salmon using side channels
being restored and reconnected along the
Skagit River. Increasing access to this type of
habitat is critical to increasing the abundance
of Chinook in Puget Sound.

JUVENILE SALMON
SURVEYS

As SFEG implements more floodplain
reconnection projects to restore critical
habitat for juvenile Chinook salmon
and more food for Orcas, we have also
identified the need to document the
success of these projects. Community
volunteers and student interns are
assisting SFEG staff in learning more
about juvenile Chinook salmon use
where floodplain restoration projects are
occurring. Led by SFEG staff, seining nets
are used to sample what species of juvenile
salmon are using off channel water bodies
before and after floodplain restoration
projects are implemented. SFEG is also
inviting communities to watch seining
demonstrations to illustrate to the public
how many juvenile salmon are benefiting
from these reconnection projects.

= ;"‘{":Showing people what lives beneath the
~surface of the water can be an eye opening

experience even for those that understand
rivers and salmon.

NATIVE PLANT
RESTORATION

Planting native trees along waterways
is vital to ensuring healthy habitat for
salmon as well as many other wildlife
species including Orca whales. Planting
trees improves salmon habitat and water
quality by shading streams to keep
water temperature cool; limiting bank
erosion to keep water clear; and filtering
out pollutants to ensure healthy habitat
downstream for our vibrant shellfish
industries as well as our Orca whales
sensitive to toxins. In 2019 SFEG worked
with numerous private and public
landowners, volunteers, students, and
partners to plant 16,659 native trees and
shrubs along waterways. Volunteers and
interns grew many of these native plants
in our own native plant nursery through
a partnership with the Samish Indian
Nation. And student interns were trained
as citizen scientists to collect valuable
data related to vegetation survival and
growth in order to track the success
of newly planted vegetation at habitat
restoration sites.

Planting native trees is one of the easiest and
best ways to improve habitat along our local
waterways. Trees help keep water cool, filter
pollutants, and provide valuable habitat for
many species of birds and wildlife.



y
o

L

FISH PASSAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

Identifying and removing barriers
to fish passage is essential for salmon
and steelhead recovery. SFEG continued
its successful strategy of working
cooperatively with private landowners to
identify and remove fish passage barriers.
Two projects funded with grants from the
Family Forest Fish Passage Program were
completed and opened over 4 miles of
habitat for salmon, steelhead and sea-run
cutthroat trout.

On Swede Creek, a tributary to
the Samish River, SFEG worked with
landowners Pat and Marta Gould,
Chinook Engineering, and contractor
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Undersized culverts impede fish passage for
coho salmon and steelhead on Swede Creek.

PNW-Civil to replace an undersized
culvert crossing with a 65-foot bridge.
With the barrier removed, access is
improved to 2.45 miles of high quality
spawning and rearing habitat for coho and
steelhead.

On Carpenter Creek, a tributary
to the lower Skagit River, SFEG worked
with landowner Matt Swayne, Chinook
Engineering, and Harkness Contracting
to replace an undersized culvert crossing
with a 30-foot bridge. Removal of this
fish passage barrier improves fish access to
1.61 miles of habitat upstream for coho,
steelhead and searun cutthroat trout.

| BEFORE =

Undersized culverts impede fish passage for
coho salmon, steelhead and sea-run cutthroat
trout on Carpenter Creek.

A new 65-foot bridge replaces the undersized
culverts on Swede Creek allowing fish to
migrate upstream and access high quality
habitat.

[\ AFTER __ =

A new 30-foot bridge replaces the undersized
culverts on Carpenter Creek allowing fish to
migrate upstream and access high quality
habitat.

One of the most fun volunteer tasks is

being trained to become a spawner survey
volunteer. These hearty volunteers walk creeks
every week to document salmon returning to
restoration sites.

SALMON SPAWNING
SURVEYS

The Spawner Survey Program trains
volunteers to survey creeks where
restoration projects have occurred to
track the number and species of salmon
returning to spawn. SFEG is especially
interested in documenting salmon
use upstream of where fish passage
improvement projects have occurred.
Volunteers are trained to identify salmon
species and their redds (nests) and then
walk their chosen creek each and every
week throughout the fall and winter
spawning season. Volunteers get a chance
to know a stream intimately in all types
of weather and are very excited to share
news of salmon returning to their sites.
Data collected is shared with fisheries co-
managers at Washington State and local
Tribes. In 2019, 32 volunteers surveyed
18 streams documenting salmon use at
each site.
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Students from Concrete Middle School watch
coho salmon returning to the cold, clear
water of Clark Creek.

SALMON SIGHTINGS

Salmon Sighting events enable our
community to have the awe-inspiring
experience of observing wild salmon
spawning in local creeks. In the Skagit,
it is difficult to identify reliable, safe
locations where the public can view
salmon. Salmon Sighting events are
held at a few locations each year where
community members can come observe
live salmon spawning in creeks led by
docents who can ensure that salmon are
not disturbed and can answer questions
about salmon biology, life history, and
habitat needs. Salmon Sighting events
have become a wonderful hands on
learning experience for community
members.
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JUNIOR STREAM STEWARDS

This STEM based education program
engages middle school students in a
school-year long study of local watersheds.
Students are learning through hands-on
experiences each month about salmon,
how healthy watershed habitat is key to
the health of many other wildlife species
they know and love, and their own role
in being stewards of healthy habitat for
the future. Field trips take students out of
the classtoom applying what they have
learned to real world situations. Teachers
can then weave these monthly topics
into their science units throughout the
year for additional inquiry based learning
opportunities. In 2019, 500 students from
four schools in Skagit County completed
this program.
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LaConner students remove invasive English
ivy from Pioneer Park in order to allow native
trees to flourish.

Student from Bayview Elementary School
releases young coho salmon into Hansen
Creek. Students learn about the amazing
life cycle of salmon and the chain of healthy
habitats needed for their survival as part of
the Salmon in the Classroom program.

SALMON IN THE CLASSROOM

This program uses STEM based
curriculum to teach elementary school
students the fascinating life cycle of
salmon and their habitat needs by raising
coho salmon in their school. Coho salmon
eggs are received from Washington State’s
Marblemount Hatchery and raised in
large fish tanks at local schools. Students
observe the eggs hatch, feed their young
fry, and care for salmon until they grow
large enough to be released in a local
stream. In 2019, over 400 students from
eight schools released nearly 1,200 young
coho salmon into Trumpeter and Hansen
Creeks. Students have high expectations
of seeing adult salmon return to spawn in
a future fall as long as their watersheds are
cared for.
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2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DON BUTTERFIELD ERIN LIETZAN
President, Acupuncture Secretary, Business
Business Owner, Sedro Owner, Anacortes

Woolley JAY KIDDER

JON VANDERHEYDEN Treasurer, Chinook
Vice President, Retired Engineering, Coupeville
US Forest Service

Watershed Scientist,

Mount Vernon
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MARY JANDA
Concrete Middle School
Teacher, Marblemount

BOB MOTTRAM
Author and Retired
Journalist, Anacortes

EG

DAVE PFLUG
Fisheries Ecologist,
Coupeville

STEVE RANTEN
Forest Practices
Coordinator-Dept of
Natural Resources,
Burlington

LUCY DEGRACE

Outreach Manager

SUE MADSEN

Restoration Ecologist

MELODY MEYERS e,

Finance and -

Qperziions Manassy KELSEY TAYLOR JOE GEORGE

BENGT MILLER Riparian Restoration Senior Restoration

Stewardship Coordinator Coordinator Technician
ERIN MATTHEWS

ALISON STUDLEY Habitat Restoration

Executive Director Coordinator

OUR SUPPORTERS

We are very grateful to our community who cares so immensely for our
natural environment. Our donors, partners and supporters understand
that having healthy waterways for salmon also means having clean
water and healthy communities for all of us. We are thankful for your
investment of time, energy and funding to support our work. Please show
your appreciation for those entities that support our work by patronizing
those businesses that contribute to our success. A complete list of this
year’s generous donors, businesses, schools, grantors, partners, landowners,
tribes, and members is available in the online version of our 2019-Annual

Report at SkagitFisheries.org.

WASHINGTON
SERVICE CORPS
AMERICORPS
2019-20

CLAIRE HOWELL
Education Associate

MADDIE REID
Community Engagement
Associate

MOLLY VAN DAM
Riparian Restoration
Associate

.
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SHIRLEY SOLOMON
Environmental Management
Professional,

Fir Island

SHEILATOMAS
Nurse, Anacortes

WASHINGTON
CONSERVATION
CORPS AMERICORPS
CREW

2019-20

MITCH BIGGS
Supervisor

NATHAN WHITE
Assistant Supervisor

NATALIE CUMIFORD
LYDIA HOUSTON
MIO MITCHELL
EMILIE SHISTLE

IMPORTANT SUPPORT FOR SFEG COMES FROM:

U.S.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

Washington
Department of

FISH and
WILDLIFE



2019 DONORS

Cynthia Adams

Scott Adams

Carlos & Barb Aguero
Deene Almvig
Amazon

Christina Anderson
Ed Anderson

Anthony’s at Cap Sante
Marina

Nancy Applegate & Jim
Palmer

Steve Applegate
Shunji Asari
Christina Avolio

Dan & Linda Ballard
Dave Barcott

Danny & Jeannette Beatty
Dave Beatty

Ken Beekman

Eric Beemer

Joline Bettendorf

Big R Bridge

Jean & James Birdsall
Sarah Bishop
Barbara Bitner

Cindy Bjorklund
Feryll & Rich Blanc
Melanie & Dave Bloom
Bow Hill Blueberries
Bill & Alexis Bowen
Mary Brady

Keri Brant

Breadfarm

Richard Brocksmith
Laurelynn Brooks

Lynette Brower & Michael
Beemer

Brown Lantern Ale House

Christopher Brown

Jim Brown

Kurt & Janice Buchanan

Katarina Bunge

Colleen Burrows

Donald Butterfield & Joan
Lang

Coleman Byrnes

Merry Byrum

Erwin Cado & Evelyn
Boykan

Calico Cupboard

Hugh Campbell & Dianne
DEN])]

Betty Carteret & Eric
Shen

Gale Caruso-Forrest

Linda Castell

MaryLee Chamberlain

Charities Aid Foundation
of America

Barbara Cheyney

Christianson’s Nursery

Wendy Cole

Matt Connelly

Dan & Jane Coombs

Richard Crabile

Al Craney

Rob Crawford

Janet Cray

Ken Dahlstedt

Douglas Davidson

& Lynne Wenberg-
DEVE)]

Michael Davis
Patricia De La Chapelle
Pete Delachapelle
Debbie Denton

Janet & Mike Dillard
Lance Douglas
Ronald Dow

David Downey

Jerry & Marilyn Eisner
Liz & Steve Ellmann
elSage Designs
Christine Engelhardt
Tim Erickson

Maurice Ervin

Britta Eschete
Facebook

Stephen Farmer
Farmstrong Brewing Co.
Christine Farrow
Martine Felts

Amy Fenlon

Fidalgo Fly Fishers
Chad & Colleen Fisher
Judy Fisher

Michelle Fisher

Drew Fleshman

Bert & Naoko Forderer
Fourth Corner Fly Fishers
Barbara Francis

Fred Meyer

Steve Gates

Robert Gentz

Joe & Cathy George
Dr. Matthew Gifford
Peter Gigante

Kirk Giloth

Jeanne Glick

Oscar & Pat Graham
Peter Haase

Haggen

Suzanne Hahn

Kirk Hale

Rick Haley

Martha Hall
Gwendolyn Hannam
Shelby Hansen

Dawn Harju

Betty Harris

Richard Harris & Tricia
Chisum

Cheryl Harrison & John M.

Smith
Art Hebert
Cecilia Hernandez
M. Ingeborg Hightower
Jaye Hill
Veronica Hinkes
Ingrid & Charles Hinton
Angie & Jerry Homola
Ashley Hopkins
Steve & Gail Hopley
Charles Hornig
W.M. & Yvonne
Houppermans
Sean Howard
Claire Howell
Robert Huet
Anne Huffington

Tim Hyatt & Nicolette
Harrington

Derek Isenhart

Island Adventures

Ollie Iversen

Kevin Jackman

Danial Jacobson

Mary Janda

Peter & Susan Janicki

Ryan & Christina
Jepperson

Adam & Tara Jewell

Jim Johnson

Sheryl Johnson

Erin Kayser

Anna Keene-Winser

Marion Kempf

Annmarie Kent

Connie Kersteter

Karin Kersteter

Jay Kidder

Phil Kincare & Gale
Masters

Eric Knudsen & Judy
Farrar

The Estate of Diane
Kolvas

Thomas Korski
Kroger
Kulshan Brewing Co

Frank Lacey & Jeroldine
Hallberg

Robin LaRue
Lory & Mark Lawson

Semakaleng Lebepe-
Mazur

Steve Leckenby
Hal & Hella Lee
John & Elaine Leighton
Lori LeVander
Erin Lietzan
Travis Lilly
Lincoln Theatre
Ron Lindsay
Douglas Loewen
Cheryl Lofgren
Mark Logan

Heather Lopes

Erin Lowery

Mira Lutz

Rick & Meredith Machin

Edward & Sally Macke

Sue Madsen

Scott Mangold & Renee
Bourgault

Tim Manns & Brenda
Cunningham

Larissa Mansfield

Marathon Petroleum
Anacortes Refinery

Nancy & Jeff Quivey

Nancy Marston-Quivey

Deborah Martin

Patsy & Dan Martin

Eric Martinez

Dwayne Massey

John & Vicki May

Maya’s Legacy Whale
Watching

Rob Mazur

John McClain & Judith
Chilcote

James McDonald
Jennifer McFarland
Mary McFetridge
Jeff & Jody McGowan
Catherine McGuire

McMillan’s Steelhead
Caddis

Microsoft

Jack & Anne Middleton
Moceri Construction, Inc.
Paul Monohon

Adam Morrow

Hugh Mortensen

Bob & Karen Mottram
Kurt Nelson

Mark Nihart

North Cascades Institute

Northwest Ecological
Services

Ken Osbhorn
James Owens
Paccar



Pacific Surveying &
Engineering Inc

Casey Palmer-McGee

Dennis Parent

Fred Partington

Alexis Pereira

Dena Petersen & Ann
Buzaitis

Bob & Susan Peterson

Doug Peterson

Noralee Peterson

Anna Petrie & Dan
Heimbigner

Dave Pflug

Scott Powers

Puget Sound Energy

David Radosevich

Scott Railton

Dick Raisler

Steve Ranten

Red Apple

Fred Remlinger

Frank Repplier

Rob Richey

Karen & Russ Richman

Douglas Risedorf

Allison & David Roberts

Douglas Robinson &
Janice Martin

Byron Rot

Samish Tyee

San Juan Excursions
Vilina Sanburn-Bill

Schweizer Family
Charitable Fund

Douglas Schwind

Dean Scott

Jonathan & Xixi Shakes
Rich Shaughnessy
Shell 0il Products US
Mark Shinkle

Gordon Sjogren

Skagit Land Trust
Skagit River Brewery
Skagit Valley Malting
Skagit’s Own Fish Market

Tom Slocum & Judy
Dudley

Marlies Slostad
Joshua Smith
Susan Smith

Shirley Solomon & Curt
Miller

Jim & Melissa Somers

Greg Spore

Heather Spore

Starbucks

John Stockman

Katie Storrs

Peter Strelinger

Alison Studley

Mark & Diane Studley

Matthew Studley

Amanda Summers

Paul Sutzinger

Swinomish Indian Tribal
Community

T-Mobile

Paul Tappel

Phillip Taylor & Brenda
Adair

Shakes Family Fund

George Thelen

Robert Therkelsen

Kathleen Thornburgh

Tiger Construction Ltd

Tom & Jerry’s Boat Center

Sheila Tomas

Joe Topness

Town of Hamilton

Barb Trask & GerVan den
Engh

Tulalip Tribes Charitable
Fund

Chris Turletes

Twisted Heirloom

Charlotte Underwood

United Way

Anonymous

Jon Vanderheyden &
Kathy Kilcoyne

Chris Varela

Village Pizza

George & Laura Jane
Viverette

WA Native Plant Society

Duff & Pinky Walker

Wayne & Rebecca Watne

Barbara Weed

Ron Wesen

Western Prince Whale
Watching

Whidbey Coffee

CJ & Kristen Whisnant

Cassandra Whittle

Don Wick

Gary Wickman

Frank Williamson

David Wilson

Karen Yarber

Stan Zyskowski

PARTNERS

ALEA Volunteer
Cooperative Grants

Allen Elementary School

Bay View Elementary
School

Burlington-Edison School
District

Cascade Middle School
City of Sedro-Woolley
Concrete High School

Conway Elementary
School

Department of Ecology

Earth Corps

Edison Elementary School

ESRI

Family Forest Fish
Passage Program

Fidalgo Fly Fishers

Fourth Corner Fly Fishers

Immaculate Conception
Regional School

Island County Marine
Resources Committee

La Conner Elementary
School

La Conner Middle School

Leif Erikson Recreation
Association

Lincoln Elementary
School

Lookout Arts Quarry

Lucille Umbarger
Elementary School

Marblemount Hatchery
Mount Vernon City Parks

Mount Vernon High
School

Mount Vernon Public
Works

Mt Baker-Snoqualmie
National Forest

National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation

Nooksack Salmon
Enhancement
Association

North Cascades National
Park

Northwest Straits
Foundation

Puget Sound Energy

Recreation and
Conservation Office

Restore America’s
Esturaries

Salmon Recovery Funding
Board

Samish Hatchery

Samish Indian Nation
Samish Water District
Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe
Seattle City Light

Skagit Bald Eagle
Awareness Team

Skagit Conservation
District

Skagit Coop Weed
Management Area

Skagit County Parks and
Recreation

Skagit County Public
Works

Skagit Land Trust

Skagit River Salmon
Festival

Skagit River System
Cooperative

Skagit Watershed Council

Swinomish Tribal
Community

Taylor Shellfish Farms

Town of Concrete

Town of Hamilton

U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service

U.S. Forest Service
Upper Skagit Indian Tribe

WA Department of
Agriculture

WA Department of
Ecology

WA Department of Fish &
Wildlife

WA Department of
Natural Resources

Washington Conservation
Corps

Washington Service
Corps

Washington State Parks

West View Elementary
School

Western Washington
University

Whidbey Island
Conservation District

Wild & Scenic Film
Festival

Wildcat Steelheaders

PRIVATE
LANDOWNERS

Joan Elsworth

Richard “Tiny” Furman

Patrick and Marta Gould

Robert & Sheri Hornbeck

Rob Janicki

Mechel Lawton

Leif Ericson Recreation
Association

Lookout Arts Quarry

Lois & Sam Nersten

Lisa Noste

Bob & Peggy Pallow

Murry & Shelley Park

Jesalyn Pettigrew

Michael “Bo” Rains

Samish Water District

Matt Swayne

Dean Van Vieet

Eric & Leah Swanson
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