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stewardship to enhance salmon.

Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group
PO Box 2497
1202 South 2nd Street, Suite C
Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Phone: 360-336-0172
www.skagitfisheries.org

SFEG is an independent nonprofit
501 c(3) organization. All donations are tax
deductible to the extent that the law allows.
Tax ID# 94-3165939
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PARTNERSHIPS MAKE
OUR WORK POSSIBLE

As a nonprofit organization, the Skagit
Fisheries Enhancement Group (SFEG)
is highly dependent on a wealth of
partnerships to accomplish our mission
of keeping the Skagit
watershed a salmon rich
place for future generations.
We are fortunate to work
in a community that is
rich in generosity and
partners. From local clubs
and community groups; to
businesses and landowners;
to schools, tribes, and our
local governments we all
work collaboratively on
habitat restoration projects

A new funding partnership includes
grants from the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation’s Killer Whale Research and
Conservation Program to restore habitat
specifically for Chinook
salmon in order to
increase the number of
salmon available for our
declining and beloved
Killer Whale population.
This grant source brings
together diverse partners
from Shell Oil and
SeaWorld with NOAA and
the US Fish and Wildlife
Service to create a larger
sum of funding available

and education programs
that are helping to make
the Skagit Valley a more beautiful and
healthy community for all of us.

In 2018 some partnerships of note
include... SFEG being chosen by Puget
Sound Energy (PSE) as one of two
Powerful Partners in Skagit County. This
Partnership enabled PSE to financially
contribute to our Junior Stream Stewards
education program, while SFEG provided
opportunities at community events and in
our publications for PSE to share messages
about energy efficiency tips and green
energy options.

Another partnership example includes,
SFEG working with local businesses and
service clubs to bring Salmon in the
Classroom to all five elementary schools
in the Burlington-Edison School District.
Local businesses and Rotary Clubs helped
fund the purchase of large fish tanks to
enable students to raise salmon from
egg to fry at local schools, while SFEG
worked with educators to teach third
grade students about life cycle concepts
and keeping our waterways healthy for
salmon.
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for these important
projects. Working with
Restore America’s Estuaries, Skagit County
Parks, and WA Department of Fish and
Wildlife, SFEG has secured grants for three
habitat restoration projects that target
increasing prey for Orca whales along the
Skagit River.

These are just several examples of how
partnerships make our work go farther.
Each one of our projects and programs
utilizes a diversity of partners to make
them happen from planting native trees,
to eradicating invasive knotweed, to
removing fish passage problems, and
monitoring salmon use at restoration
sites. Restoring salmon and ensuring we
have healthy communities for our future,
takes partnerships at all levels and we
are incredibly grateful to each one of
our partners for their contributions and
support. We are proud to count you as one
of our partners and hope you take pride
in reading through what we accomplished
this past year together.

Thank you for your generous
partnership to keep the Skagit a healthy
and beautiful place for all of us.



RIPARIAN RIPARIAN
PLANTINGS MAINTENANCE
17,081 284

NATIVE PLANTS ACRES
Planted covering of native plant care
20 acres along and invasive plant
1.8 miles of streams removal
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER
OUTREACH INVOLVEMENT
5,335 9,950
INDIVIDUALS HOURS
reached through donated by
community engagement community
programs volunteers

2018 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

SUMMARY OF
2018 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

KNOTWEED
TREATMENT

4,716
ACRES

of floodplain surveyed
along 52.3 miles
of river

KIDS
EDUCATED

2,055
STUDENTS
engaged in
environmental science
education programs

INCOME EXPENSES
PUBLIC FUNDS: $872,488
PRIVATE FUNDS: $208,109 PROJECTS & PROGRAMS: $923,318
IN-KIND DONATIONS: $376,528 ADMINISTRATION (14%): $149,501
$1,457,125 $1,080,597
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" RESTORING HAB

FISH PASSAGE
IMPROVEMENT

In the Samish River basin the Skagit
Fisheries Enhancement Group worked
with local landowners to improve fish
passage on Homestead Creek. Grant
funds from the Family Forest Fish Passage
Program funded a project on Homestead
Creek to replace a 30” concrete culvert
with a 26-foot bridge. This new bridge
structure allows for unimpeded access
for both juvenile and adult coho in
Homestead Creek. The project improves
access to 0.40 miles of stream including a
large wetland that juvenile salmon utilize
for winter rearing.

Before, on Homestead Creek, a 2 ¥z foot culvert
impeded fish passage for coho salmon

After, landowners stand on the new 26 foot
bridge that allows for unimpeded fish access to
high quality spawning and rearing habitat on
Homestead Creek.
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AmeriCorps volunteer, Erin Matthews, plants
native trees along the Skagit River to restore
habitat for salmon and other wildlife.

NATIVE PLANT
RESTORATION

Planting native trees along waterways
is a key action to ensuring healthy
habitat for salmon as well as many other
wildlife species we know and love from
salamanders and bees to hummingbirds,
wood ducks, bears, and even orca whales.
In 2018 SFEG worked with numerous
private landowners, public landowners,
volunteers, students, and partners to
plant 17,081 native trees and shrubs along
1.8 miles of waterways. This important
work improves salmon habitat and water
quality by shading streams to keep
water temperature cool; limiting bank
erosion to keep water clear; and filtering
out pollutants to ensure healthy habitat
downstream for our vibrant shellfish
industries. Volunteers and interns grew
many of these native plants in our own
native plant nursery through a partnership
with the Samish Indian Nation. Led by
our AmeriCorps interns, volunteers cared
for 10,000 native plants as they grew to
a larger healthy size in pots before being
planted at restoration sites.

KNOTWEED CONTROL

SFEG is working with many partners
to control the spread of the invasive
knotweed plant along the Upper Skagit
River and its major tributaries. In
2018, AmeriCorps volunteers from the
Washington Conservation Corps assisted
SFEG in surveying and treating knotweed
along 52.3 miles of river shoreline along
the Skagit and Sauk Rivers, and their
major tributaries. This effort traversed
approximately 4,716 acres (7.36 square
miles) within the 100 year floodplain.
Within this area we treated 136 patches
of knotweed. If aggregated into one spot
this conglomerate patch would cover
approximately 0.21 acres, but spread out
over the whole survey area it amounts to
about one knotweed stem on every two
acres. This ratio is almost unheard of along
knotweed infested waterways. We also
worked with partners from Skagit County,
the Sauk Suiattle Indian Tribe, EarthCorps,
and the Skagit Land Trust to complete
reconnaissance surveys of 20 miles of river
in an expanded treatment area. Knotweed
is much more pervasive in these areas. We
are working with these partners to develop
a workplan that will extend treatment into
this new area in 2019.

SFEG’s WCC crew surveys thousands of acres
looking for and eradicating the invasive plant
knotweed.
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SALMON SPAWNING
SURVEYS

For those who enjoy the thrill of
seeing large salmon return home, there is
nothing like the Spawner Survey Program.
Each year SFEG trains volunteers to survey
creeks where restoration projects have
occurred to track the number and species
of salmon returning to spawn. Volunteers
are trained to identify salmon species
and their redds (nests) and then walk
their chosen creek each and every week
throughout the fall and winter spawning
season. Volunteers get a chance to know a
stream intimately in all types of weather
and are very excited to share news of
salmon using their sites. Data collected
is shared with fisheries co-managers at
Washington State and local Tribes. In
2018, 30 volunteers surveyed 18 streams
documenting salmon use at each site.

SFEG staff and interns use a seine net in the

slough at Edgewater Park to document the
large numbers of juvenile salmon using this
off channel habitat that was reconnected to
the Skagit River. Community members are
invited to observe these sampling efforts to
better understand how small salmon are
using these valuable slow moving water
bodies.
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SFEG board member and fisheries ecologist
Dave Pflug helps volunteers identify juvenile
salmon species utilizing Ovenell Slough.

JUVENILE SALMON
SURVEYS

A primary limiting factor for increasing
Skagit Chinook salmon abundance
is increasing the amount of habitat
available for young juvenile salmon to
rear prior to migrating out to the Salish
Sea. Restoration projects are designed to
restore connections between the rivers
and off channel habitat such as sloughs
and side channels in order to provide
young salmon with more rearing habitat.
During high river flows, small fish can
rest in off channel habitat to get out
of the fast flowing main river. During
low river flows, young salmon can
find refuge in cool, shaded off channel
habitat when water levels drop in main
river channels. Community volunteers
and student interns assist SFEG staff in
learning more about juvenile salmon
use where floodplain restoration projects
are occurring. Led by SFEG staff, seining
nets are used to sample what salmon are
using off channel water bodies before
and after floodplain restoration projects
are implemented. In 2018, community
volunteers assisted in collecting samples
at 6 locations.

. MONITORING OUR PROGRESS

VEGETATION MONITORING

Volunteers and student interns become
citizen scientists to collect valuable data
related to vegetation survival and growth
in order to track the success of habitat
restoration sites. Data is shared with
funders, researchers and public agencies
to document effectiveness of revegetation
efforts. Our goal is to have 80% survival
of the trees and shrubs planted at each
riparian restoration site. In 2018 trained
volunteers and interns assisted riparian
restoration staff with monitoring 27
planting sites to evaluate revegetation
success.
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Student interns collect data to monitor
the growth and health of native trees at
restoration sites.




Students from LaConner Middle School get
their hands dirty while planting native trees
along the Skagit River as part of completing
the Junior Stream Stewards program.

JUNIOR STREAM STEWARDS

This STEM based education program
engages middle school students in a
school-year long study of local watersheds.
Students are learning each month about
salmon, how healthy watershed habitat is
key to the health of many other wildlife
species they know and love, and their own
role in being stewards of healthy habitat
for the future. Teachers can then weave
these monthly topics into their science
units throughout the year for additional
hands-on science learning opportunities.
In 2018, 568 students from five schools in
Skagit County completed this program.
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SALMON SIGHTINGS

Salmon Sighting events are a way to
enable our community to have the awe-
inspiring experience of observing wild
salmon spawning in local creeks. For
years we have received inquiries from the
community asking where they can go see
live salmon. In the Skagit, it is difficult
to identify reliable, safe locations where
the public can view salmon. In response
to this, we now hold “Salmon Sighting”
events at a few locations each year where
community members can come observe
live salmon spawning in creeks led by
docents who can ensure that salmon are
not disturbed and can answer questions
about salmon biology, life history,
and habitat needs. This has become a
wonderful hands on learning experience
for community members.

Local community members put on their
“Salmon Sighting” glasses to observe chum
salmon spawning in Oyster Creek. In addition
to looking cool, these polarized glasses make
it easier to spot salmon in the creek.

. in order to help students learn about life
cycles in one o '

After caring for coho salmon from egg to fry in
local schools, students visit a creek to release
their young salmon into the wild.

SALMON IN THE CLASSROOM

This program uses STEM based
curriculum to teach elementary school
students the fascinating life cycle of
salmon and their habitat needs by
raising coho salmon in their school.
Coho salmon eggs are received from
Washington State’s Marblemount
Hatchery and raised in large fish tanks at
local schools. Students observe the eggs
hatch, feed their young fry, and care for
salmon until they grow large enough to
be released in a local stream. In 2018 we
expanded this program to include 464
students from eight schools that released
approximately 1,300 young coho salmon
into Trumpeter and Hansen Creeks with
high expectations of seeing adult salmon
return to spawn in a future fall. For the
first time this year, we had an entire
school district participate in the program
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2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DON BUTTERFIELD ERIN LIETZAN

President, Acupuncture Secretary,

Business Owner, Business Owner,

Sedro Woolley Anacortes

BOB MOTTRAM JAY KIDDER

Vice President, Journalist, Treasurer, Chinook

Anacortes Engineering,
Coupeville

SHEILATOMAS
Past-President, Nurse,
Anacortes

BRIAN FABER
Orthodontist,
Day Creek

MARY JANDA

Concrete Middle School
Teacher,

Marblemount
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MIKE OLIS

Tribal Forest & Fish
Biologist-Skagit River
System Cooperative,
Sedro Woolley

DAVE PFLUG
Fisheries Ecologist,
Coupeville

OUR STAFF

ALISON STUDLEY
Executive Director

LUCY DEGRACE
Outreach Manager

SUE MADSEN
Restoration Ecologist

DEBBIE DENTON
Finance Manager

BENGT MILLER
Stewardship Coordinator

KELSEY TAYLOR
Riparian Restoration
Coordinator

JASON LEWIS
Habitat Restoration
Coordinator

JOE GEORGE
Senior Restoration
Technician

OUR SUPPORTERS

RESTORATION TECHNICIANS

LINDSAY JUEN

NATHAN JOINER
KELLI SHELDON
ERIC MARTINEZ

IAN HORNING
ERIN MATTHEWS
EMILY JANKOWSKI

We are very thankful to our community who cares so deeply for our
natural environment. Our supporters understand that having healthy
salmon habitat means having clean water and healthy communities for all
of us. Our gratitude for your investment of time, energy and funding never
goes unnoticed. We hope you will show your appreciation for those entities
that support our work by supporting those that contribute to our success.

A complete list of this year’s generous donors, businesses, schools, grantors,
partners, landowners, tribes, and members is available in the online

version of our 2018 Annual Report at SkagitFisheries.org.

AMERICORPS
INTERNS 2018-19

STEVE RANTEN
Forest Practices
Coordinator-Dept of
Natural Resources,
Burlington

JON VANDERHEYDEN
Retired US Forest Service
Watershed Scientist,
Mount Vernon

WCC AMERICORPS
CREW 2018-19

MADDIE HICKS MITCH BIGGS
Riparian Restoration Supervisor
Associate, Washington
Service Corps JEREMIAH RATH
VILINA SANBURN-BILL et e
Education Associate, NATHAN WHITE
Washington Service Corps
TESSA PERLER
KALENA WALKER
Community Engagement ZAIAH OMBO
Associate, Washington
Service Corps
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2018 DONORS

Scott Adams

Carlos and Barb Aguero
Jeanne & Nick Aldrich
Deene Almvig

Amazon

Andeavor Foundation, Inc
Christina Anderson

Ed Anderson

Grace Anderson

Mason Anderson

Anderson Snowy
Mountain Stables

Nancy Applegate
Steve Applegate

Reid Armstrong

Drew Arnold

Shunji Asari

Beau Bailey

Dan and Linda Ballard
Denise Banto

Craig Barber

In Memory of Dave
Barcott

Barefoot Wine & Bubbly
Diana and Clay Beagle

Danny and Jeannette
Beatty

Dave Beatty

Ken Beekman

Eric Beemer

Joline Bettendorf
Big R Bridge

Sarah Bishop

Cindy Bjorklund
Feryll and Rich Blanc
Melanie Bloom
Martha Bonner

Paul Bourgcois
Domie Bourgeas

Bill and Alexis Bowen
Mary Brady
Breadfarm

Alex Brede

Jerry Brekhaus
Laure Brooks

Lynette Brower & Michael
Beemer

Becky Brown
Chris Brown
Brown Lantern Ale House

Kurt and Janice
Buchanan

Katie Bunge

Julie Burgmeier

Burlington MidDay
Rotary Club

Thomas Buroker
Colleen Burrows
Donald Butterfield
David Button
Coleman Byrnes
Calico Cupboard

Hugh Campbell & Dianne
DEN])]

David Carlson

Betty Carteret & Eric
Shen

Linda Castell

MaryLee Chamberlain
Elaine Chan

Chinook Engineering
Christianson’s Nursery
Wendy Cole

Columbia Sportswear
Bill and Betty Connor
Richard Crabile

Al Craney

Rob Crawford
Crawford Garage Doors
Janet Cray

Steve Crider

Joan Cromley

Ned Currence

Stacy Dahl

Michael Davis

Pete Delachapelle
Janet and Mike Dillard
Lance Douglas

David Downey

Jerry Eisner

Tim Erickson

Maurice Ervin

Britta Eschete
Christie Fairchild
Stephen Farmer
Farmstrong Brewing Co.
Chris Farrow
Fellowship Ministry
Martine Felts

Amy Fenlon

Fidalgo Fly Fishers
Fisheries Engineers Inc.

Drew Fleshman

Bert & Naoko Forderer

Fourth Corner Fly Fishers

Andrew Freeman

John Freeman

Bruce Freet

Jim Fukuyama

Steve Gates

Joe George

Gere-a-deli

Susana Gilbertson

Kirk Giloth

Lindsay Ginn

Laura Glasser

Jeanne Glick

Oscar Graham & Pat
Bunting

Peter Haase

Suzanne Hahn

Kirk Hale

Rick Haley

Shelby Hansen

Dawn Harju

Kelly Harper

Betty Harris

Richard Harris & Tricia
Chisum

John & Cheryl Harrison

Jenna Harvey

Art Hebert

Cecilia Hernandez

Yaxkin Hernandez

Frank Higgins

Ingeborg Hightower

Home Depot

Angie and Jerry Homola

Steve and Gail Hopley

Charles Hornig

W.M. and Yvonne
Houppermans

Robert Huet

Paul Hunter

Tim Hyatt & Nicolette
Harrington

Matthew Irons

Island Adventures

Oliver Iversen

Hayden Jacobsen

Dan Jacobson

Mary Janda

Ryan and Christina
Jepperson

Adam Jewell

Jacen and Amy Johnson
Jim Johnson

Bob Johnston

Erin Kayser

Anna Keene-Winser
Annmarie Kent
Regan Kent

Connie Kersteter
Karin Kersteter

Jay Kidder
Elizabeth Kimberly

Phil Kincare & Gale
Masters

Jim and Kara Kintzele
Michael Kirshenbaum
Laurie Klepsch

Eric Knudsen & Judy
Farrar

The Estate of Diane
Kolvas

Thomas Korski
Dick Kothe
Kendra Krantz
Kroger Stores

Jim Kuhn & Claudia Ross-

Kuhn
Frank Lacey & Jeroldine
Hallberg
LaFeens Donuts
Robin LaRue
Lory and Mark Lawson
Dick and Elaine Lease
Hal & Hella Lee
John Leighton
Erin Lietzan
Douglas Loewen
Cheryl Lofgren

Rick and Meredith
Machin

Sue Madsen

Tim Manns & Brenda
Cunningham

Larissa Mansfield

Deborah Martin

Patsy and Dan Martin

Eric Martinez

Dwayne Massey

Wendy Matthews

Maya’s Legacy Whale
Watching

John McClain
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Jim McDonald

Steve and Valerie
McElfresh

Jennifer McFarland

Shawn McFarland

Megan McGinty

Jeff & Jody McGowan

Catherine McGuire

Marion Melville

Michael & Leslie Methe

Microsoft

Jack & Anne Middleton

Miller Consulting

Moceri Construction, Inc.

llana Moss

Bob & Karen Mottram

Kurt Nelson

Gabe Ng

Mark Nihart

North Cascades Institute

North Cove Coffee

Michael Olis

Oliver Hammer Clothes
Shop

Jim Owens

Jim Palmer

Casey Palmer-McGee

Dennis Parent

Fred Partington

John Patton

PayPal

Alexis Pereira

Dena Petersen & Ann
Buzaitis

Scott Petersen

Bob and Susan Peterson

Doug Peterson

Barney Peterson

Anna Petrie & Dan
Heimbigner

Dave Pflug

Kyle Pieti

Porteous

Catherine Price

Rich Price

Puget Sound Energy

Erica Quam

Nancy and Jeff Quivey

David Radosevich

Dick Raisler

Steve Ranten

Ashley Rawhouser



Red Apple

Bill Reinard

Fred Remlinger

Rob Richey

Karen & Russ Richman
Doc Risedorf

Allison and David Roberts

Douglas Robinson &
Janice Martin

Curt & Carol Rodin
James Rohrback
Maddie Rose

Rose Foundation
Samantha Russell

Sakura Steakhouse &
Sushi Bar

Samish Indian Nation
San Juan Excursions
Marjorie Sargent
Wendy Scherrer
Mari Schramm

Elsa Schwartz
Charles Schweizer
Dean Scott
SeaBear

Ann Seabott

Mary Selting

Shambala Bakery and
Bistro

Shell 0il Products US

Mark Shinkle

Sierra Nevada Brewing
Company

Gordon Sjogren

Skagit Community
Foundation

Skagit Conservation
District

Skagit Cycle Center

Skagit Valley Food Co-op

Skagit Wild Bird Supply

Tom Slocum & Judy
Dudley

Marlies Slostad
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John Smith

Joshua Smith

Susan Smith

Dave Snyder

Shirley Solomon

Jim and Melissa Somers

Soroptimist of Anacortes

Spirit of Orca
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Starbucks

John Stockman

Katie Storrs

Mark and Diane Studley

Matthew Studley

Amanda Summers

Paul Sutzinger

Swinomish Tribal
Community

Maggie Taylor

Phillip Taylor & Brenda
Adair

The Watershed Company

The Woolley Market

George Thelen

Kathleen Thornburgh

Tiger Construction Ltd

Sheila Tomas

Steve Tomas

Joe Topness

Train Wreck

Barb Trask and Ger Van
den Engh

Tulalip Tribes Charitable
Fund

Chris Turletes

John Tuttle

Jon Vanderheyden &
Kathy Kilcoyne

Vital Choice Seafood

Viva Farms

George and Laura Jane
Viverette

WA Native Plant Society

Don Wadland

Duff and Elise Walker

Regina Wandler

Andrea Warner

Watermark Book
Company

Wayne and Rebecca
Watne

Barbara Weed
Austin Werts

Ron Wesen
Western Prince
Sarah Wheatley
Whidbey Coffee
Frank Williamson
David Wilson
Lanney and Karen Wixson
Karen Yarber
Erik Young
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PARTNERS

ALEA Volunteer
Cooperative Grants
Allen Elementary School

Bay View Elementary
School

Burlington-Edison School
District

Cascade Middle School

City of Mount Vernon

Coastal Volunteer
Partnership

Concrete Elementary
School

Conway Elementary
School

Earth Corps
Edison Elementary School

Family Forest Fish
Passage Program

Fidalgo Fly Fishers
Fourth Corner Fly Fishers

Immaculate Conception
Regional School

Jefferson Elelmentary
School

La Conner Middle School

Leif Erikson Recreation
Association

Lincoln Elementary
School

Lookout Arts Quarry

Lucille Umbarger
Elementary School

Marblemount Hatchery
Mount Vernon City Parks

Mount Vernon High
School

Mt Baker-Snoqualmie
National Forest

National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation

National Park Service
NOAA Restoration Center

Nooksack Salmon
Enhancement
Association

North Cascades Institute

Northwest Straits
Foundation

Puget Sound Energy

Puget Sound Partnership

Recreation and
Conservation Office

Restore America’s
Esturaries

Salmon Recovery Funding
Board

Samish Hatchery
Samish Indian Nation
Samish Water District
San Juan County

San Juan Marine
Resources Committee

Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe
Seattle City Light

Skagit Bald Eagle
Awareness Team

Skagit Conservation
District

Skagit Coop Weed
Management Area

Skagit County Parks and
Recreation

Skagit County Public
Works

Skagit Land Trust

Skagit River Salmon
Festival

Skagit River System
Cooperative

Skagit Valley College

Skagit Watershed Council

Swinomish Tribal
Community

Taylor Shellfish Farms

Town of Concrete

Town of Hamilton

U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service

U.S. Forest Service

Upper Skagit Indian Tribe

WA Department of
Agriculture

WA Department of
Ecology

WA Department of Fish &
Wildlife

WA Department of
Natural Resources

Washington Conservation
Corps

Washington Service
Corps

Washington State Parks

West View Elementary
School

Western Washington
University

Weyerhaeuser Company

Whatcom County
Corrections

Wild & Scenic Film
Festival

PRIVATE
LANDOWNERS

Sandy Abrhamson

Richard Furman and
Karin Johnson

Michael & Magda Balise

Jeff Bashman

Larry Bauman

Aaron and Nycole Boyd

Dana Burton

Cynthia and Doug Camlin

Darrell & Christina
Coggins

Brian Faber

Lawrence Franks

Victor Gage

Kathy Gatherer & Richard
Schend

Randy and Aileen Good

Patrick and Marta Gould

Dawn Harju

Robert and Sherri
Hornbeck

Zoe Howell

June Jaeger

Stephen & Nancy Johnson

Michel Lawton-Bell

Karen Marks

Sam and Lois Nersten

Bob and Peggy Pallow

Murry and Shelly Park

Michael “Bo” Raines

Lane Rusnak & Dan Burt

Eric and Leah Swanson

Amante Tadique

Bob and Mary Therkelson
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