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A Quarter Century of Engaging our Community  

in Restoring Wild Salmon



A quarter of a century is truly a 
milestone to celebrate!  We want to thank 
you for your essential role in helping us 
reach this “Coho” Anniversary milestone 
together.  For without you, an engaged 
body of community volunteers, members, 
landowners and partners the watershed 
restoration and education achievements 
that have been accomplished over the 
last 25 years would not be possible.  

Looking back, in the early days the 
Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group 
(SFEG) was an all-volunteer organization 
that implemented a few habitat restoration 
projects along with a few salmon 
supplementation projects where volunteers 
were raising hatchery eggs and young fish 
in volunteer run operations to supplement 
salmon stocks.  However volunteers and 
members quickly learned that in order to 
make the biggest difference for salmon, 
there needed to be a coordinated effort 
to restore habitat in our watersheds.  
SFEG worked with key partners at the 
local, state, federal and tribal levels to 
establish the Skagit Watershed Council 
and create a Habitat Restoration Strategy 
to voluntarily follow.  At the turn of the 
century, the first Endangered Species 
listing for salmon occurred and there 
became an even greater emphasis on 
strategic habitat restoration for salmon 
throughout Washington State.   

SFEG was fortunate to grow its staff 
in both size and expertise during this 
time and now maintains a staff of 10 

with multiple AmeriCorps members, 
Washington Conservation Corps (WCC) 
crews, and student interns along with 
hundreds of volunteers assisting our staff 
each year.  We purposely added new 
education staff and developed high quality 
education programs to offer students 
with the realization that educating our 
youth was the best investment we could 
make for the future stewardship of our 
watershed.  Today, Junior Stream Stewards 
alone has engaged over 4,000 students 
in the last 10 years; teaching our youth 
about healthy watersheds and involving 
them in hands-on service-learning 
projects to keep our watersheds healthy.  

We are confident that both our 
watershed restoration and education 
achievements are about way more 
than salmon and it’s our priority to 
ensure the community recognizes 
this as well.  The work we have done, 
the work we are doing and the work 
we will continue to do benefits way 
more than salmon and is something 
we believe makes our community a 
better, healthier, more beautiful place.    

We are fortunate to receive your 
interest, energy and enthusiasm over the 
last 25 years and we hope to continue 
to count you among our supporters 
as we look ahead to the future.

ALISON STUDLEY
Executive Director   

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E 
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R 

The 25th Anniversary is known 
as the Silver Anniversary. SFEG is 
calling this our “Coho” Anniversary 
in honor of the coho salmon also 
known as “silver” salmon. 
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MISSION

Our mission is to educate 

and engage the community 

in habitat restoration and 

watershed stewardship to 

enhance wild salmonids. 



RIPARIAN  
PLANTINGS

29,520 
NATIVE 
PLANTS

covering 52 acres 
along 3.5 miles

RIPARIAN 
MAINTENANCE

394  
ACRES

of native plant 
care and invasive 

plant removal

HABITAT  
OPENED

2.12  
MILES

of stream miles 
opened by 

removal of fish 
passage barriers

HABITAT  
RESTORED

800 
FEET

of aquatic 
habitat restored 

with large 
woody debris

COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION

13,372  
INDIVIDUALS

VOLUNTEER 
INVOLVEMENT

8,474  
HOURS

KIDS  
EDUCATED

1,124   
STUDENTS

PUBLIC FUNDS: $1,871,584

PRIVATE FUNDS: $91,004

IN-KIND DONATIONS: $417,119

$2,379,707
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PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS: $1,776,935

ADMINISTRATION (8%): $161,620

$1,938,555

I N C O M E E X P E N S E S

S U M M A R Y  O F  2 0 1 5  A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S

11,000 STUDENTS engaged in environmental education programs 

10  
MILES OF 
FENCES

 built to exclude 
livestock and 

protect sensitive 
aquatic habitat

100,000 
NATIVE PLANTS 

grown for 
restoration in 

SFEG’s nursery

60  
BARRIERS 
REMOVED

 to restore fish 
access to 75 

miles of habitat

20  
MILES OF 
HABITAT 

enhanced through 
restoration 

actions

100,000 
COMMUNITY 
MEMBERS

reached through 
outreach 
programs

145,000  
HOURS 

DONATED
by community 

volunteers 

50  
MILES OF 
STREAMS

 and shorelines 
revegetated

M A J O R  A C H I E V E M E N T S 
F R O M  2 5  Y E A R S 



SHORELINE RESTORATION 
AT DECEPTION PASS 
STATE PARK 

SFEG is working with the Northwest 
Straits Foundation and Washington 
State Parks to restore shoreline habitat 
associated with Cornet and Bowman 
Bays.  In 2015, one-quarter mile of rip 
rap (large rock) along the Bowman 
Bay shoreline was removed to restore 
habitat for forage fish (such as herring, 
sand lance and smelt) which are food 
fish for many species of Puget Sound 
marine life including migrating salmon.  
SFEG engaged Anacortes students who 
had recently attended North Cascades 
Institute’s Mountain School Program in a 
stewardship project planting the shoreline 
area with salt-spray tolerant shrubs. In 
2016, SFEG will continue to enlist the help 
of students and volunteers to plant native 
beachgrasses along the restored beach, as 
well as monitor vegetation survival, and 
assist with weed control.

Removing fish blocking culvert from 
Cascade Creek

Island View Elementary School student plants 
native vegetation to restore shoreline along 
Bowman Bay.

CASCADE CREEK FISH 
PASSAGE IMPROVEMENT

SFEG worked with volunteers from the 
Skagit Land Trust and Wildcat Steelhead 
Club to remove a culvert and restore 
salmon migration to Cascade Creek. 
The 3-foot diameter steel culvert had 
deteriorated, and was no longer needed to 
provide access to the Land Trust owned 
property.  Using donated engineering 
services, and funding provided by ALEA 
and the Skagit Watershed Council the 
culvert was removed by SFEG’s volunteer 
team, re-establishing unimpeded access 
for salmon and trout. The channel 
upstream of the removed culvert provides 
over one mile of high quality spawning 
and rearing habitat to this Cascade River 
tributary.

R E S T O R I N G  H A B I T A T

EAST FORK WALKER 
CREEK FISH PASSAGE 
IMPROVEMENT

SFEG worked with a willing landowner 
and the Family Forest Fish Passage Program 
to improve access for coho, steelhead and 
potentially juvenile Chinook by replacing 
an undersized 4-foot diameter culvert 
with a 60-foot steel bridge. This project 
opened one mile of high quality habitat 
on the East Fork of Walker Creek in the 
Nookachamps watershed for salmon and 
steelhead migration. Volunteers and an 
EarthCorps crew revegetated 2.5 acres of 
habitat along the stream as well. 

East Fork Walker Creek, before-culvert 
blocking fish access upstream and after-new 
bridge restores the natural stream channel for 
fish access upstream.



E N G A G I N G  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

NATIVE PLANT 
RESTORATION

Planting native plants along rivers, 
streams, shorelines and wetlands restores 
habitat for way more than salmon.  Over 
the last 25 years volunteers, students 
and staff have worked with hundreds of 
landowners to restore 50 miles of habitat 
adjacent to waterways.  Once bare land 
is now growing young forests thanks 
to hundreds of volunteer work parties.  
These vegetated corridors along waterways 
ensure healthy habitat for all types for 
living things from shellfish and herring; 
to Orcas, eagles, song birds, frogs and 
much more.  Our human communities 
benefit too from decreased erosion, clean 
water, and aesthetically pleasing forests 
teeming with wildlife.    

EARTH DAY
At the Utopia restoration site, 

reforestation is being completed in 
partnership with the help of many 
community volunteers on Skagit Land 
Trust land, with funding from Puget 
Sound Energy (PSE).  The site is located in 
the Skagit River floodplain and includes 
Black Slough and Wiseman Creek.  In 
2015 nearly 5,000 native plants were 
planted to replace invasive species. To 
assist with restoring more than salmon 
habitat, bat boxes and duck boxes were 
built by students and placed on site for 
wildlife enhancement.  New grant funds 
will expand restoration efforts in 2016.

MONITORING OUR 
PROGRESS 

Volunteers monitor way more than 
salmon to track our progress at habitat 
restoration sites. SFEG trains volunteer 
citizens to be scientists in our watersheds 
and collect valuable data related to 
vegetation survival and growth, forage 
fish spawning on our beaches, water 
quality in our streams, and of course 
adult and juvenile salmon use.  This year, 
volunteers and student interns donated 
1,800 hours collecting essential data to 
share with funders, researchers and public 
agencies. This data is incredibly important 
to developing future projects and 
understanding the science of watershed 
restoration.

Cascade Middle School students planting 
at Utopia restoration site

EarthCorps members volunteering for Earth 
Day work party alongside SFEG staff member, 
Bengt Miller.

SFEG intern, Christie Turner, surveying 
habitat conditions



SCIENCE-BASED 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
EDUCATION 

SFEG takes great pride in knowing that 
11,000 students have been engaged in our 
science-based environmental education 
programs. Students are learning about 
way more than salmon in all three of our 
youth education programs (Salmon in 
the Classroom, Kids in Creeks and Junior 
Stream Stewards). Students are having 
outdoor experiences that are connecting 
them to the natural world and inspiring 
them to care for the earth. They are 
learning that healthy salmon habitat, 
means healthy rivers, which also means 
healthy communities for our future. 

SKAGIT RIVER SALMON 
FESTIVAL

SFEG continued as a primary organizer 
of the 4th annual Skagit River Salmon 
Festival held at the Swinomish Tribal 
Community’s Waterfront Park on a 
beautiful sunny Saturday in September.  
Over 6,000 people attended the Festival to 
learn, engage and celebrate the amazing 
Skagit watershed and its resources.   

Lincoln Elementary School 4th grader getting 
ready to release young coho salmon that 
were raised through the Salmon in the 
Classroom program

Skagit River Salmon Festival mascots having 
fun while educating visitors

E D U C A T I N G  O U R  Y O U T H



NED CURRENCE
President, Fisheries 
Biologist with Nooksack 
Tribe, Sedro Woolley

SHEILA TOMAS
Vice President, Nurse, 
Anacortes 

ROBIN LARUE
Treasurer, Retired Civil 
Engineer, Mount Vernon

JIM FUKUYAMA
Secretary, Retired Chemist 
and Patent Lawyer,  
Mount Vernon

DON BUTTERFIELD
Acupuncture Business 
Owner, Sedro Woolley

MARY JANDA
Concrete Middle School 
Teacher, Marblemount

BOSHIE MORRIS
Self Employed, Anacortes

BOB MOTTRAM
Journalist, Anacortes

GABE NG
Engineer with Amoterra, 
Bellingham

MIKE OLIS
Tribal Forest & Fish 
Biologist-Skagit River 
System Cooperative, 
Burlington

STEVE RANTEN
Forest Practices 
Coordinator-Dept of 
Natural Resources, 
Burlington

JON VANDERHEYDEN
Retired US Forest Service 
Watershed Scientist, 
Mount Vernon

O U R  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

ALISON STUDLEY 
Executive Director

LUCY DEGRACE
Outreach Coordinator

SUE MADSEN 
Restoration Ecologist

DEBBIE DENTON 
Finance Manager

BENGT MILLER, 
Stewardship Coordinator

ANDREW BECKMAN
Restoration Technician

JOE GEORGE
Restoration Technician

KYLE KOCH
Restoration Technician

SHANNON JONES 
Restoration Assistant, 
Washington Conservation 
Corps

KELLY SYKES 
Education Assistant, 
Washington Service Corps

O U R  S T A F F

A M E R I C O R P S  I N T E R N S  2 0 15 - 16

We have huge appreciation to all of you that have supported watershed restoration over the past 25 years. 
SFEG would not be here without you and your passion for ensuring a future with healthy rivers, healthy salmon 
and healthy communities. A complete list of this year’s generous donors, businesses, schools, grantors, agencies, 

tribes and members is available in the online version of our 2015 Annual Report at SkagitFisheries.org. 
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DONORS
Brad Adams 
Carlos and Barb Aguero 
Deene Almvig 
Amoterra Engineering 
Anacortes Brewery & 

Rockfish Grill 
Anchor QEA 
Aspect Consulting
Annie’s Pizza Station 
Anthony’s at Cap Sante 

Marina 
Nancy Applegate Jim 

Palmer
Reid Armstrong 
Shunji Asari 
Russ Asbury 
The Bagelry
AW Asian Bistro 
Dan & Linda Ballard 
Diana & Clay Beagle 
Dave Beatty 
Danny Beatty 
Dave Beatty 
Joline Bettendorf 
Feryll and Rich Blanc 
Blau Oysters 
Bill and Alexis Bowen 
Ann Boyce 
Breadfarm
Richard Brocksmith 
Laure Brooks 
Christopher Brown 
Brown Lantern Ale House 
Kurt and Janice Buchanan 
Donald Butterfield 
Coleman Byrnes 
Cabela’s 
Calico Cupboard
Hugh Campbell Dianne 

Dalton
Barbara Cheyney 
Barry Christensen 
Christianson’s Nursery 
Claar Celars
Jill Clark 
Bill Clark 
Compass Wine Shop 
Confluence Fly Shop 
Al Craney 
Janet Cray 
Ned Currence 
Julie Davis & Mark Dixon
Janet and Mike Dillard 
Lani Donohoe 
David Downey 
Jerry Eisner 
Tim and Peggy Erickson 
Noelle Eschete 
Britta Eschete 
Brian and Sandy Faber 
Christine and David 

Farrow 
Fidalgo Fly Fishers 
Bob Fiedler 
Chad Fisher 
Drew Fleshman

John Freeman 
Bruce Freet 
James Fukuyama 
John and Ruth Garry 
Robert Gentz 
Joe and Cathy George 
Gere-a-deli 
Laura Glasser 
Jeanne Glick 
Oscar Graham & Pat 

Bunting
Peter Haase 
Tamara Hanson 
Betty Harris 
Carl Hendricks 
Herrera Environmental 
Frank Higgins 
Home Depot
Angie and Jerry Homola 
Mary Hopley 
Paul and Marie Hunter 
Julia Hurd 
Island Adventures 
Danial Jacobson 
Mary Janda 
Janda Wood & Iron Works 
Phillip & Judy Jensen 
Jim Johannassen 
Glen Johnson
Jim Johnson 
Bob Johnston 
Hanna Jones 
Merriann Kane 
Chad W. Keck 
Bob and Carol Keller 
Roger Kelley 
Marilyn Kenney 
Phil Kincare & Gale 

Masters
Cheryl King 
James Kintzele & Kara 

Allen
Eric Knudsen Judy Farrar
KPFF Consulting 
Paul Kriegel 
Jim Kuhn 
Frank Lacey & Jeroldine 

Hallberg
La Feens Donuts
Robin LaRue 
Elizabeth Leavens 
Hal and Hella Lee 
John Leighton 
Mira Lutz 
Rick Machin 
Sue Madsen 
David Manier 
Tim Manns 
Dwayne Massey 
Mike Mathiesen 
Max Dales
Mary & David McDonald 
James McDonald 
Steve and Valerie 

McElfresh 
Jack and Anne Middleton 
Curtis Miller 

Mike and Sharon Minor 
Nan Monk & Michael 

Mahaffey
Daisy Morgan 
Boshie Morris 
Anna Mostovetsky 
Bob Mottram 
Tom Newell 
Art Newmarkel 
Gabe Ng 
Ann Novak 
Michael Olis 
James Owens 
Dennis Parent 
Chinnaya Parimi 
Patagonia 
John Patton 
Thomas Peterman 
Dena Petersen & Ann 

Buzaitis
Doug Peterson 
Bob and Susan Peterson 
Puget Sound Energy 
David Radosevich 
Red Apple Market
Bill Reinard 
Douglas Risedorf 
Franklin Roberts 
Allison & David Roberts, 

Kulshan Services
Charlene and Morrie 

Robinson 
Maggie Rose 
Ross Lake Resort 
Belinda Rotton 
Safeway
Sakura Steakhouse & 

Sushi Bar 
Dr. Kent Saltonstall 
San Juan Excursions 
Carrie Sapp 
Maureen Scheetz 
Brian Scheuch 
Scottie Schneider 
Dean Scott 
SeaBear 
John Semrau 
Maxim Shariy 
Graham Schodda
Gordon Sjogren 
Skagit Community 

Foundation 
Skagit’s Own Fish Market
Skagit River Ranch 
Skagit Valley Food Co-op 
Tom Slocum & Judy 

Dudley
Marlies Slostad 
Jim Smith 
Chuck Smith 
Shirley Solomon 
Jim Somers 
Carol Sorbie-Backus 
Harriet Spanel 
Starbucks
Becky Stinson 
Sherri Stites 

Mark & Diane Studley 
Matthew & Holly Studley 
Swinomish Fish Company
Paul Tappel, Fisheries  

Consultants
Phillip Taylor & Brenda 

Adair
The Mountaineers Books 
George Thelen 
Sheila and Steve Tomas 
Train Wreck 
TranTech Engineering, 

LLC 
Barb Trask & Ger Van den 

Engh
Richard Treston 
Garrett Turner 
James Turner 
Jerry & Barbara Van Vliet 
Jon Vanderheyden 
Village Pizza 
George and Laura Jane 

Viverette 
Duff and Pinky Walker 
Andrea Warner 
Ron Wesen 
Western Prince 
Frank Williamson 
David Wilson 
Woods Logging Supply 
Pat and Dave Young 

PARTNERS
501 Commons
ALEA Volunteer 

Cooperative Grants
American Society of Civil 

Engineers - Seattle 
North branch

Anacortes High School
Bay View Elementary 

School
Beachwatchers of Island 

County
Cascade Job Corps
Cascade Middle School
Chinook Enterprises
Coastal Volunteer 

Partnership
Concrete Elementary 

School
Conway Elementary 

School
Earth Corps
Edison Elementary School
ESRI
Family Forest Fish Passage 

Program
Fidalgo Fly Fishers
FishAmerica
Immaculate Conception 

Regional School
Island County Marine 

Resources Committee
Jefferson Elementary 

School
Lincoln Elementary School

Marblemount Hatchery
Microsoft
Mount Vernon City Parks
Mount Vernon High 

School
Mt Baker-Snoqualmie 

National Forest
National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation
Natural Resource 

Conservation Service
NOAA Restoration Center
North Cascades Institute
North Cascades National 

Park
Northwest Straits 

Foundation
Orcas Island Yacht Club
Padilla Bay Foundation
Patagonia Foundation
Pioneer Center North
Puget Sound Energy
Puget Sound Partnership
Recreation and 

Conservation Office
Salmon Recovery Funding 

Board
Samish Hatchery
Samish Indian Nation
San Juan County
San Juan Marine 

Resources Committee
Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe
Seattle City Light
Skagit Bald Eagle 

Awareness Team
Skagit Conservation 

District
Skagit Coop Weed 

Management Area
Skagit County Parks and 

Recreation
Skagit County Public 

Works
Skagit Land Trust
Skagit River Salmon 

Festival
Skagit River System 

Cooperative
Skagit Valley College
Skagit Watershed Council
Stewardship Partners
Swinomish Tribal 

Community
The Nature Conservancy
Town of Hamilton
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service
U.S. Forest Service
Upper Skagit Indian Tribe
WA Department of 

Agriculture
WA Department of 

Ecology
WA Department of Fish & 

Wildlife

WA Department of 
Natural Resources

WA State Parks 
Department

Washington Conservation 
Corps

Washington Engineering 
Institute

Washington Service Corps
Whatcom Community 

College
Whatcom County 
Whatcom Land Trust
Wild & Scenic Film 

Festival
Wildcat Steelheaders

PRIVATE 
LANDOWNERS  
Alger Improvement Club
Greg Bauer
Tony Becarra
Aaron & Nycole   Boyd
Cynthia & Doug Camlin
Lori Carpenter
Cedargrove Maintenance 

Company
Bob & Jim Claus
Cougar Peak LLC
Andrea  Dana
Rory Denovan
Deborah DeWolfe
Marvin Elliott
James & Susan Elliott
Brian & Sandy Faber
Fire Station 16 
Douglas Fowler
Nathan Haney
Dawn Harju
Chuck Hill
Chad Hillier
Robert Hixon
Heather Hoyt
June Jaeger
Oluf Johansen
Dennis Kurtz
Jay Lyman
Michael Mahaffey
David Manier
Kelly & Dennis Mayo
Jim Neff
Walter Ortez
Ken Osborn
Carol Pederson
Rebecca Pinquoch
Jeff Pollock
Morrie Robinson
Roger Rohweder
John & Jean Shea
Sierra Pacific
Wyane Stiles
Bob & Mary Therkelson
Samara & Larry Thomas
Jim Turner
Roxanna Valdovinos
Morris Wiseman
Ron Young



NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
MT. VERNON, WA

PERMIT #26

SKAGIT FISHERIES ENHANCEMENT GROUP
PO Box 2497
Mount Vernon, WA 98273

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Printed on 100% post consumer recycled paper

Celebrating our  
“Coho” Anniversary


