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Engaging our Community  
in Restoring Salmon



Our Skagit Valley and the surrounding 
Island communities are amazingly 
beautiful places.  We at the Skagit Fisheries 
Enhancement Group are 
lucky enough to have the 
opportunity to work with 
hundreds of you each 
year to ensure that the 
Skagit remains a healthy 
and beautiful place for 
all of us to live, work, 
and play.  We believe 
having healthy habitats 
which support plentiful 
salmon in our rivers, 
creeks and shorelines 
is part of what makes 
our corner of the world 
so unique and special.  And we believe 
that our work to improve salmon habitat 
not only benefits salmon but also our 
entire community that values the birds, 
animals and the unspoiled beauty of the 
Skagit Valley.  We greatly appreciate the 
contributions that each one of you makes 
to improve the health of the Skagit for 
salmon, as your work is also helping to 
ensure clean water, abundant wildlife, 
enjoyable recreation opportunities 
and a beautiful Valley for everyone.

As you read this Annual Report 
I hope you find great value in the 
work being done by our community.  
The accomplishments represent the 
collective efforts of many hard working 

volunteers, dedicated staff, supportive 
landowners, cooperative partners, and 
generous donors.  To achieve these 

accomplishments our 
community is planting 
trees, restoring habitat, 
reconnecting waterways, 
counting salmon, 
sharing knowledge and 
teaching our youngsters.  
There is also significant 
work being done that 
isn’t well represented 
in these numeric 
accomplishments.  We 
spend a substantial 
amount of effort 
laying the ground 

work for large scale projects that will 
have big impacts in the future.  And 
it is impossible to quantify the lasting 
impact of education programs in our 
schools.  These programs are engaging 
kids outside of their classroom with 
hands-on learning experiences that 
ultimately fosters the next generation 
of engaged community members with 
a strong commitment to stewardship.  

We thank you for your commitment 
to keeping the Skagit a healthy, 
beautiful place for all of us and we 
look forward to what we accomplish 
together over the coming year. 
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MISSION

Our mission is to educate 

and engage the community 

in habitat restoration and 

watershed stewardship to 

enhance salmonids. 

ALISON STUDLEY
Executive Director   



PROJECTS & PROGRAMS: $1,007,430

ADMINISTRATION (13%): $154,781

$1,162,211

EXPENSES

S U M M A R Y  O F  2 0 1 6 
A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S

RIPARIAN  
PLANTINGS

18,731 
NATIVE PLANTS

Covering 21 acres  
along 1.6 miles

RIPARIAN  
MAINTENANCE

220  
ACRES

of native plant care  
and invasive plant 

removal

HABITAT  
OPENED

1,954  
FEET

of stream opened  
by removing fish 
passage barriers

COMMUNITY  
OUTREACH

1,942  
INDIVIDUALS

Community members 
reached through 

outreach programs

VOLUNTEER  
INVOLVEMENT

11,358  
HOURS

Hours donated by 
community volunteers

KIDS  
EDUCATED

1,156   
STUDENTS

Students engaged  
in environmental 

education programs

INCOME
PUBLIC FUNDS: $1,000,304

PRIVATE FUNDS: $192,112

IN-KIND DONATIONS: $398,075

$1,590,491
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UPPER DAY SLOUGH FISH 
PASSAGE IMPROVEMENT 

Upper Day Slough provides important 
floodplain habitat for salmon along the 
middle Skagit River. However, three failing 
culverts blocked fish passage within 
this slough to 2,000 feet of high quality 
habitat. This summer the old culverts were 
replaced with a new bridge structure with 
grant funding from the Salmon Recovery 
Funding Board and Puget Sound Energy. 
Water flow has been greatly improved 
and salmon are readily using the new 
migration corridor to access excellent 
juvenile habitat. 

Upper Day Slough fish passage improvement 
project, before (top) and after (bottom).

R E S T O R I N G  H A B I T A T

FLOODPLAIN RESTORATION 
Reconnecting floodplain habitat is a 

high priority goal of the Skagit Chinook 
Salmon Recovery Plan. SFEG is currently 
working with three communities to assess 
existing habitat conditions and develop 
strategies for restoring salmon habitat and 
make other community improvements. In 
Marblemount, we are working with Skagit 
County Parks to restore and enhance 
historic side channel habitat in Pressentin 
Park. This project will both improve 
salmon habitat as well as enhance 
recreational amenities. In Hamilton, we 
are working with partners to develop 
a conceptual plan for restoring salmon 
habitat for Carey’s Slough. This restoration 
plan is intended to provide a community 
roadmap for implementing restoration 
actions over the next decade. And in 
Cedar Grove along the south side of the 
river at Ovenell Slough, we are working 
with landowners to develop designs for 
restoring fish passage at an undersized 
culvert crossing. Replacing this culvert 
with a footbridge will restore fish passage 
to valuable floodplain habitat while also 
improving recreational access. We look 
forward to sharing results from all of these 
communities in future reports. 

Partners map out a plan to survey for 
knotweed along the Sauk River.   

STEWARDING OUR LANDS 
Controlling the spread of invasive 

plants such as knotweed is incredibly 
important for healthy aquatic ecosystems. 
Invasive plants can out-complete native 
vegetation and are detrimental to salmon 
as well as many other wildlife species. 
The Upper Skagit Knotweed Program has 
been working since 2001 to control the 
spread of knotweed in the Skagit and Sauk 
watersheds. Last year SFEG continued its 
work with many partners including the 
Washington Conservation Corps and 
Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe to survey for 
knotweed along 55 miles of rivers and 
tributaries to protect and 
steward 18 square miles 
of important floodplain 
habitat. 

Student interns assess habitat conditions 
in Carey’s Slough.    



NATIVE PLANT 
RESTORATION

SFEG works with numerous landowners, 
volunteers and partners to plant thousands 
of native trees and shrubs along waterways 
each year. This critical work improves 
salmon habitat by shading streams which 
keeps water temperature cool; limiting 
erosional forces which keeps the water 
clear; and providing habitat for insects 
which salmon eat. Planting native plants 
along rivers, streams, and shorelines also 
provides habitat for many other species 
from herring and orcas to song birds, 
eagles, amphibians and much more. Last 
year volunteers, students and staff planted 
18,731 native plants to restore 1.6 miles of 
habitat adjacent to waterways. Volunteers 
and interns also grow many of these native 
plants in our own native plant nursery 
on Samish Tribal land. Volunteers care 
for 10,000 native plants as they grow to 
a larger healthy size in pots before being 
planted at restoration sites. 

MONITORING  
OUR PROGRESS

Volunteers become citizen scientists 
through training workshops that teach 
community members how to gather data 
that is used to track success at habitat 
restoration sites. Citizen scientists collect 
valuable data related to vegetation survival 
and growth, as well as document juvenile 
and adult salmon use at project sites.  
This year, volunteers and student interns 
donated over 2,200 hours collecting 
essential data to share with funders, 
researchers and public agencies. Adult 
salmon returns were up this year, making 
it an exciting year to be a citizen scientist. 

SKAGIT RIVER  
SALMON FESTIVAL 

Over 35 conservation organizations and 
agencies came together to celebrate and 
inspire greater community conservation 
for the remarkable natural and cultural 
resources of the Skagit River at the Skagit 
River Salmon Festival. SFEG continued to 
work with key partners to organize this 
5th annual event held at the Swinomish 
Tribal Community’s Waterfront Park. 
Over 5,000 people attended the Festival to 
learn, engage and celebrate the amazing 
Skagit watershed and its vast resources.  

AmeriCorps volunteers planting for Earth 
Day at Deception Pass State Park

Sammy salmon demonstrates how culverts 
can block salmon migration to a young 
participant at the Skagit River Salmon 
Festival.

E N G A G I N G  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

Citizen scientist, KayLani Siplin, documenting 
coho salmon use in NP creek.



JUNIOR STREAM 
STEWARDS

This school year long program engages 
middle school students in watershed 
and salmon-related studies, including 
a watershed exploration and a service-
learning project within their school’s 
watershed. Last year, 530 students from 
five schools in Skagit County participated 
and completed this program. Students are 
engaged in learning about salmon and 
also their role in being stewards of habitat 
for the future. 

KIDS IN CREEKS
This K-12 school program includes 

both a classroom lesson and a hands-on 
service-learning project. Requests for this 
education program have increased as 
teachers have less time to devote to field 
trip experiences and still a strong desire 
to study watershed science and engage 
their students in learning more about 
salmon and being stewards in their own 
communities. In 2016, 531 students from 
14 schools and youth groups completed 
community stewardship projects such 
as removing non-native invasive plants, 
planting native trees and shrubs, and 
removing old tree protectors.

Edison students participating in Junior Stream 
Stewards assess the health of Ennis Creek 
along the Samish River.

E D U C A T I N G  O U R  Y O U T H

Students visit the Marblemount Hatchery as 
part of the Salmon in the Classroom program 
where they learn about the salmon life cycle 
and just how big an adult salmon can be.  

SALMON IN THE 
CLASSROOM

This program engages elementary 
school students in learning the fascinating 
life cycle of salmon and their habitat 
needs through raising coho salmon in 
their schools. Coho salmon eggs are 
received from the Marblemount Hatchery 
and raised in large 55-gallon fish tanks 
in local classrooms. Students watch the 
eggs hatch, and feed their salmon until 
they grow large enough to be released in a 
local creek. This spring students from two 
Mount Vernon schools released about 400 
young coho salmon into Trumpeter Creek 
with many hopes of seeing adult salmon 
return to spawn in a future fall. 

“Nature is so beautiful.”  
4th grade student from  
West View Elementary

“This is one of the best  
field trips I’ve ever been on!”  

4th grade student from  
Lincoln Elementary

“Science is so amazing!” 
7th grade student from  
Cascade Middle School

Student discovers critters while planting trees 
at Pomona Grange Park as part of the Kids in 
Creeks program.  



SHEILA TOMAS 
President, Nurse, 
Anacortes

BOB MOTTRAM 
Vice President, Journalist, 
Anacortes 

JIM FUKUYAMA 
Treasurer, Retired Chemist 
and Patent Lawyer  
Mount Vernon

DON BUTTERFIELD 
Secretary, Acupuncture 
Business Owner,  
Sedro Woolley

BRIAN FABER 
Orthodontist, Day Creek

MARY JANDA 
Concrete Middle School 
Teacher, Marblemount

GABE NG 
Engineer with Amoterra, 
Bellingham

MIKE OLIS 
Tribal Forest & Fish 
Biologist-Skagit River 
System Cooperative,  
Sedro Woolley

STEVE RANTEN 
Forest Practices 
Coordinator-Dept of 
Natural Resources, 
Burlington

JON VANDERHEYDEN 
Retired US Forest Service 
Watershed Scientist, 
Mount Vernon

O U R  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

ALISON STUDLEY 
Executive Director

LUCY DEGRACE 
Outreach Manager

SUE MADSEN 
Restoration Ecologist

DEBBIE DENTON 
Finance Manager

JOE GEORGE 
Restoration Crew 
Coordinator

KYLE KOCH 
Habitat Restoration 
Coordinator

BENGT MILLER 
Stewardship Coordinator

RACHAEL WEST 
Riparian Restoration 
Coordinator

O U R  S T A F F
A M E R I C O R P S  
I N T E R N S  2 0 16 - 17

We are very thankful to live, work and play in an area where our community cares so deeply for our natural 

environment.  Our supporters understand the connection between having healthy salmon populations and the desire to 

have a healthy community for all of us.  Your passion for watershed restoration means more salmon, more wildlife, more 

recreation opportunities, and greater enjoyment for all of us.  We greatly appreciate your investment and the healthy 

communities you help to ensure for the future.  A complete list of this year’s generous donors, businesses, schools, grantors, 

agencies, tribes and members is available in the online version of our 2016 Annual Report at SkagitFisheries.org.   

O U R  S U P P O R T E R S 

TAYLOR SCHMUKI 
Restoration Associate, 
Washington Conservation 
Corps

KAYLANI SIPLIN 
Education Associate, 
Washington Service Corps

LINDSAY WARNE 
Outreach Associate, 
Washington Service Corps

HANNA JONES 
Outreach Associate, 
Washington Service Corps

JENNIFER DUNN

LINDSEY JUEN

STEPHANIE BLEVENS  
(seasonal)

CATHERINE HARRIS  
(seasonal)

R E S T O R A T I O N  
T E C H N I C I A N S



DONORS
5 B’s Bakery 
Brad Adams 
Scott Adams 
Carlos and Barb Aguero 
Pam Allquist 
Deene Almvig 
Anacortes Brewery 
& Rockfish Grill 

Christina Anderson 
Annie’s Pizza Station 
Anthony’s at Cap 
Sante Marina 

Steve Applegate 
Nancy Applegate 
Reid Armstrong 
Shunji Asari 
Russ Asbury 
Dan & Linda Ballard 
Diana & Clay Beagle, 
North Cascade 
Networks, LLC

Danny Beatty 
Dave Beatty 
Danny and 
Jeannette Beatty 

Ken Beekman 
Lyn & Jim Bishop 
Cindy Bjorklund 
Feryll and Rich Blanc 
Blau Oysters 
Neil Borman 
Thomas Boucher 
Bill Bowen 
Ann Boyce 
Breadfarm 
Richard Brocksmith 
Laurelynn Brooks 
Christopher Brown 
Brown Lantern 
Ale House 

Kurt and Janice 
Buchanan 

Donald Butterfield 
Coleman Byrnes 
Cabela’s 
Laura Cailloux 
Hugh Campbell & 
Dianne Dalton

Catherine Carter 
Reuben Cash 
Cedar Springs Farm
Barbara Cheyney 
Barry Christensen 
Christianson’s Nursery 
Bill Clark 

Coconut Kenny’s 
Wendy Cole 
Emily Conklin 
Costco 
Jerry Couchman 
Melissa Courtney 
Al Craney 
Janet Cray 
Ned Currence 
Gratianne Daum 
Julie Davis & 
Mark Dixon

Deception Pass Tours 
Mitch DeGrace 
Dick’s Sporting Goods 
Don Butterfield 
Lani Donohoe & 
Tom Griffin

Lance Douglas 
David Downey 
Jerry and Marilyn Eisner 
Tim Erickson 
Noelle Eschete 
Britta Eschete 
Brian and Sandy Faber 
Christine and 
David Farrow 

Martine Felts 
Fidalgo Fly Fishers 
Chad Fisher 
Drew Fleshman 
Fly on the Wheel 
Fourth Corner 
Fly Fishers 

Fred Meyer 
John Freeman 
Bruce Freet 
James Fukuyama 
Ken Gard 
Kevin Garner 
Steve Gates 
Robert Gentz 
GeoEngineers 
Joe and Cathy George 
Gere-a-deli 
Jeanne Glick 
Oscar Graham & 
Pat Bunting

Tiffany Gravlee 
Peter Haase 
Suzanne Hahn 
Richard Haley 
Betty Harris 
John Smith & 
Cheryl Harrison 

Jack Hartt 

Robby Haynes 
Carl Hendricks 
Frank Higgins 
Vince Holthaus 
Home Depot 
Steve and Gail Hopley 
Max Hosmanek 
Paul Hunter 
Julia Hurd 
Island Adventures 
Danial Jacobson 
Mary Janda 
Janda Enterprises 
Ryan & Christina 
Jepperson 

Adam Jewell 
Jim Johannassen 
Jim Johnson 
Robert C. Jones 
Merriann Kane 
Lisa Kaufman 
Marilyn Kenney 
Laurie Kerley 
Phil Kincare & 
Gale Masters

Cheryl King 
James and Kara Kintzele 
Tanya Kitterman 
Eric Knudsen & 
Judy Farrar

K Koski 
KPFF 
Paul Kriegel 
Jim Kuhn & Claudia 
Ross-Kuhn

Frank Lacey & 
Jeroldine Hallberg

LaFeens Donuts 
B.J. Larson 
Robin LaRue 
Leah Serna Photography 
Dick and Elaine Lease 
Steve Leckenby 
Hal and Hella Lee 
John Leighton 
Lincoln Theatre 
Rick and Meredith 
Machin 

Sue Madsen 
Tim Manns & Brenda 
Cunningham

Shirley Martin 
Dwayne Massey 
Mike Mathiesen 
Shariy Maxim 
James McDonald 

Steve and Valerie 
McElfresh 

Jeff & Jody McGowan 
Marion Melville 
Michael & Leslie Methe 
Carol and Leon Meyers 
Jack and Anne 
Middleton 

Lisa Miller 
Curtis Miller 
Nan Monk & Michael 
Mahaffey

Daisy Morgan 
Boshie Morris 
Mortenson Signs 
Bob Mottram 
Tom Newell 
Art Newmarkel 
Gabe Ng 
North Cascades Institute 
North Cove Coffee 
North Sound Brewery 
Ann Novak 
Michael Olis 
Alice and Bill Olson 
Kathleen O’Neill 
James Owens 
Michael Oxman 
Paccar 
Pacioni’s 
Jim Palmer 
Dennis Parent 
Chinnaya Parimi 
John Patton 
Laurel Peak 
Penguin Coffee 
Thomas Peterman 
Dena Petersen & 
Ann Buzaitis

Bob and Susan Peterson 
Kasia Pierzga 
Rodney Pond 
Puget Sound Energy 
Nancy and Jeff Quivey 
David Radosevich 
Steven Ranten 
Bill Reinard 
Bill Reinard 
Fred Remlinger 
Douglas Risedorf 
Ristretto Coffee 
River City 

Screenprinting 
Allison and David 
Roberts 

Charlene and Morrie 
Robinson 

Madeline Rose 
Ross Lake Resort 
Llane Rusnak-Burt 
Daniel Burt

Sakura Steakhouse 
& Sushi Bar 

Dr. Kent Saltonstall 
Samish Indian Tribe 
San Juan Excursions 
Maureen Scheetz 
Graham Schodda 
Charles Schweizer 
Dean Scott 
SeaBear 
Seattle Sports Company 
John Semrau Semrau 
Engineering & 
Surveying

Shell Oil Products US 
Gordon Sjogren 
Skagit Community 
Foundation 

Skagit Cycle Center 
Skagit River Brewing 
Company 

Skagit River Ranch 
Skagit Speedway 
Skagit Valley 
Food Co-op 

Skagit Watershed 
Council 

Skagit Wild Bird Supply 
Tom Slocum 
Judy Dudley

Marlies Slostad 
Charles Smith 
Dave Snyder 
Jim and Melissa Somers 
Carol Sorbie-Backus 
Soroptimists of 
Anacortes 

Harriet Spanel 
Starbucks 
Becky Stinson 



Matthew Studley 
Mark & Diane Studley 
Ludwig Suju 
Swinomish Fish 
Company 

Paul Tappel, Fisheries 
Consultants

Phillip Taylor & 
Brenda Adair

Maggie Taylor & 
Tesoro 
George Thelen & 
Linda Hart

Samara & Larry Thomas 
Thompson’s 
Greenhouse 

Sheila and Steve Tomas 
Train Wreck 
TranTech 
Engineering LLC 

Barb Trask & Ger 
Van den Engh

Richard Treston 
Trident Seafoods 
Tulalip Tribes 
Garrett Turner 
Jim and June Turner 
Jon Vanderheyden 
& Kathy Kilcoyne

Village Pizza 
George and Laura 
Jane Viverette 

Duff and Elise Walker 
Regina Wandler 
Andrea Warner 
Wayne and 
Rebecca Watne 

Rowena Watson 
Ron Wesen 
Mike West 
Western Prince 
Duane Weston 
Mary and Frank 
Williamson 

David Wilson 
Dennis and Trudy 
Wilson 

Givlia Wood 
Woods Coffee 
Leon Yoger

PARTNERS
501 Commons
ALEA Volunteer 
Cooperative Grants

Anacortes Senior 
College

Bay View Elementary 
School

Beachwatchers of 
Island County

Cascade Job Corps
Cascade Middle School
Centennial Elementary 
School

Children of the Valley
Chinook Enterprises
Coastal Volunteer 
Partnership

Concrete Elementary 
School

Conway Elementary 
School

Earth Corps
Edison Elementary 
School

ESRI
Family Forest Fish 
Passage Program

Fidalgo Fly Fishers
Immaculate Conception 
Regional School

Island County Marine 
Resources Committee

Kulshan Youth Program
La Conner Elementary 
School

La Conner Middle 
School

Lincoln Elementary 
School

Little Mountain 
Elementary School

Lyman Elementary 
School

Marblemount Hatchery
Microsoft
Mount Vernon 
City Parks

Mount Vernon 
High School

Mt Baker-Snoqualmie 
National Forest

National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation

Natural Resource 
Conservation Service

NOAA Restoration 
Center

North Cascades Institute
North Cascades 
National Park

Northwest Straits 
Foundation

Orcas Christian School
Orcas Island Yacht Club
Padilla Bay Foundation
Patagonia Foundation
Pioneer Center
Puget Sound Energy
Puget Sound 
Partnership

Recreation and 
Conservation Office

Salmon Recovery 
Funding Board

Samish Hatchery
Samish Indian Nation
San Juan County
San Juan Marine 
Resources Committee

Sauk-Suiattle 
Indian Tribe

Seattle City Light
Skagit Bald Eagle 
Awareness Team

Skagit Conservation 
District

Skagit Coop Weed 
Management Area

Skagit County Parks 
and Recreation

Skagit County 
Public Works

Skagit Land Trust

Skagit River Salmon 
Festival

Skagit River System 
Cooperative

Skagit Valley College
Skagit Watershed 
Council

Stewardship Partners
Swinomish Tribal 
Community

The Nature Conservancy
Town of Concrete
Town of Hamilton
U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service

U.S. Forest Service
Upper Skagit 
Indian Tribe

WA Department 
of Agriculture

WA Department 
of Ecology

WA Department of 
Fish & Wildlife

WA Department of 
Natural Resources

WA State Parks 
Department

Washington 
Conservation Corps

Washington 
Elementary School

Washington 
Service Corps

West View Elementary 
School

Whatcom Community 
College

Whatcom County 
Corrections

Whatcom Land Trust
Wild & Scenic 
Film Festival

Wildcat Steelheaders

PRIVATE 
LANDOWNERS 
Peter & Shilla Anderson
Tony Becerra
Aaron & Nycole Boyd
Becky Brown
Cynthia & Doug Camlin
Bob & Jim Claus
Rob Coffey
Cougar Peak LLC
Andrea Dana
Marvin Elliott
James & Susan Elliott
Brian & Sandy Faber
Douglas Fowler
Dawn Harju
Chuck Hill
Robert Hixon
Heather Hoyt
June Jaeger
Oluf Johansen
Bob Keller
Dennis Kurtz
Lookout Arts Quarry
Jay Lyman
Bill Martin
Kelly & Dennis Mayo
Michael Mahaffey 
Nan Monk

Jim Neff
Alice & Bill Olson
Walter Ortez
Ken Osborn
Bob and Peggy Pallow
Murray Park
Rebecca Pincouch
Marguerite Pitman
Stephen and Denise 
Reynolds

Kathy & Wade Rude
Steve Sahlin
Samish Water District
Richard and Cathy 
Schend

Sierra Pacific Industries
Darlene Swayne
Chuck Thelen
Larry and Samara 
Thomas

Howard & Teri Tyra
Roxanna Valdovinos
Whatcom County 
Fire Station 16
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