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Our mission is to build partnerships that educate 
and engage the community in habitat restoration 
and watershed stewardship in order to enhance 
salmonid populations.
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Each and every year I am thoroughly impressed with the body of work that a small group 
of dedicated staff and volunteers can accomplish. This year was no different. We found 
ourselves incredibly busy working with local landowners to improve fish passage at four 
sites during the summer months. These projects were all funded by the Family Forest Fish 
Passage Program, and collectively brought over $550,000 to our local economy that we used 
to purchase goods and services from local stores and contractors. Access to over 5.5 miles 
of habitat was immediately opened for salmon and trout to utilize at the completion of these 
projects. As we look ahead to this year, we are excited to be working on several more fish 
passage projects with new landowners through the same grant program. We look forward 
to sharing more success stories as we document salmon returning to these streams after 
removal of impassable culverts. 

As the new year begins I find myself with the very rewarding task of writing all of you, our 
supporters, notes of thanks for your recent donations. It is such a pleasure to see the names 
of so many volunteers, landowners and donors cross my desk, reaffirming your trust in us to 
help leave our corner of the world a little better for future generations. We are so privileged 
to count all of you as our supporters and the reasons why we are able to continue to do the 
work we do to restore healthy watersheds for salmon and our communities. I look forward 
to seeing all the faces that go with all these names over the coming year at planting parties, 
educational workshops, and community events. Thank you for being wonderful stewards of 
our watersheds.

Alison Studley  
Executive Director 

TO OUR FRIENDS
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2013 SUMMARY OF 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

2013 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Community education

8,700 
INDIVIDUALS

Volunteer involvement

8,281 
HOURS

Kids educated

1,801  
STUDENTS

$ Income

Public funds: $1,450,726
Private funds: $140,335

In-kind donations: $294,247

$1,885,327

 {$} Expenses 
 

Projects and Programs: $1,473,654
Administration (9%): $140,256

{$1,613,910}

Riparian plantings

35,646 NATIVE 
PLANTS

covering 148 acres  
along 2.5 miles  
of waterways

Riparian maintenance

210  
ACRES

of native plant care
and invasive plant 

removal

Habitat opened

5.5  
MILES

stream miles opened 
by removal of fish 
passage barriers

Protection for

76  
MILES

of riverine habitat 
surveyed for 

knotweed infestation



SILVER CREEK FISH PASSAGE 
SFEG worked with Chinook Engineering, Harkness Contracting and landowners Jeff and Nancy Quivey to 
replace two driveway crossings that had impeded fish access on Silver Creek in the Samish Watershed. 
Removal of two small 8-inch culverts that were completely blocked restored access to a large side 
channel and a 50-foot bridge was installed across the main stream channel. Chinook and coho salmon 
were immediately observed using the newly accessible habitat.

“I love my new 
bridge! Being 
able to see the 

new channel 
really makes 

one more 
aware of both 

the stream and 
fish. And I can 

tell you that 
the neighbors 
have all been 
stopping by  

to watch 
spawning 
salmon.”

Nancy Quivey, landowner

FISH PASSAGE IMPROVEMENT
Four fish passage improvement projects were completed and opened over 5.5 miles of habitat to 

salmon and steelhead. These projects were funded by grants from the Family Forest Fish Passage 
Program and brought over $550,000 to the local economy to employ local people, purchase 

products from local vendors and contract with heavy equipment operators. These projects were 
located at Silver Creek, East Fork Silver Creek, Bridle Creek, and Summer Creek.

BEFORE



EAST FORK SILVER  
CREEK FISH PASSAGE 
SFEG worked with Chinook Engineering, DG 
Buchanan Construction Inc., and landowners 
Fred Binschus and John and Vicky May to 
replace a driveway crossing that had impeded 
fish access in East Fork Silver Creek. The new 
40-foot bridge provides access to 1.42 miles 
of stream and several large pond complexes 
for coho salmon, steelhead and sea-run 
cutthroat trout to utilize.

BRIDLE CREEK
SFEG worked with Chinook Engineering, 
Dirtworks Bellingham Inc. and the Silver 
Creek Road Maintenance Association to 
replace an undersized culvert that had 
impeded salmon and trout access in Bridle 
Creek.  The new 12.5-foot arch culvert 
restores access to 1.23 miles of habitat 
that includes a large beaver pond complex 
for coho salmon, steelhead and sea-run 
cutthroat trout to utilize.

BEFORE

BEFORE



RIPARIAN RESTORATION
Volunteers and staff worked with many partners to restore over 55 sites and assisted 44 
landowners by removing non-native invasive plants and by planting over 35,636 native 

trees and shrubs along streams, rivers and shorelines. These projects improve water 
quality in our watersheds, as well as help salmon and over 130 other species of wildlife 

that depend on healthy riparian areas for survival.

CORONET BAY 
Volunteers, staff and WCC installed 
over 4,500 plants in partnership with 
Deception Pass State Park to establish 
nearshore vegetation at Coronet Bay. This 
project, funded by the Northwest Straits 
Foundation, is restoring shoreline habitat 
following removal of a bulkhead in 2012. 

NATURAL RESOURCE 
STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM
This program represents an ongoing 
partnership between Skagit County Public 
Works and SFEG. Since funding began in 
2009, 30 landowners have been assisted 
to protect and restore riparian areas, 
improving water quality and fish habitat.

KNOTWEED CONTROL 
The Upper Skagit Knotweed Program 
has been working since 2001 to control 
knotweed in the upper Skagit watershed. In 
2013, SFEG staff and WCC crew completed 
knotweed surveys along 75.8 miles of 
rivers and tributaries. The program has 
eliminated 70% of the 2,273 knotweed 
patches in the project area since 2001. 

NATIVE PLANT NURSERY 
Our native plant nursery grows high 
quality, large-sized plants for SFEG’s 
restoration projects. Volunteers keep the 
7,000 plants at the nursery healthy and in 
2013 contributed more than 1,200 hours 
establishing the nursery at its new location 
on Samish Tribal property. 



COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Encouraging community involvement is a major priority for the on-going stewardship 

of our watersheds. Providing diverse and fun ways to involve volunteers in learning 
and participating in habitat restoration activities is one way we hope to ensure healthy 

watersheds for future generations. 

EARTH DAY
On Earth Day at Edgewater Park along 
the Skagit River in Mount Vernon, 57 
volunteers planted 1,200 trees, removed 
invasive ivy, and picked up trash to clean 
up this tremendous community park.

HATCHERY TOURS
Trained volunteers lead tours for the 
general public at the Marblemount 
Hatchery during eagle season. Many 
thanks to the 20 volunteers who provided 
tours for 1,100 members of the public 
during this two-month season.

SKAGIT RIVER  
SALMON FESTIVAL
SFEG was a major sponsor for the second 
annual Skagit River Salmon Festival which 
drew nearly 5,000 people to learn, engage 
and celebrate the amazing Skagit River 
and its resources.

CLEAN SAMISH 
INITIATIVE
SFEG continues to take an active role in 
helping to educate Samish community 
members via outreach events, as well 
as provide funding and assistance to 
implement restoration efforts that 
restore riparian areas and help improve 
water quality in partnership with Skagit 
County, the Samish Indian Nation and the 
Department of Ecology.
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EDUCATION
Education is the key to ensuring that our next generation of leaders is enthusiastic and 

passionate about protecting and conserving our watersheds. Our education programs engaged 
over 1,800 youths in hands-on learning experiences in order to inspire the future stewardship 

of salmon resources. Our three main student education programs are described below.

JUNIOR STREAM STEWARDS
Unique year-long learning opportunity for middle 
school students provide in-depth, hands-on 
experiential learning about watersheds and 
salmon habitat restoration.

SALMON IN THE CLASSROOM
Students from local elementary schools learn 
about the amazing journey of salmon by raising 
salmon eggs from a local hatchery and releasing 
them into the school’s neighborhood stream. 

KIDS IN CREEKS  
Kids in Creeks provides teachers a custom-
designed program that gets students outside 
to make a difference in their communities by 
completing a service-learning project.

“I can’t believe 
this is school!  
That went by so 
fast- I guess time 
flies when you’re 
having fun!” 
Cascade Middle School 7th Grader



MONITORING
Collecting data at habitat restoration sites to document success is necessary long after 
grant funds expire. We train volunteer citizens to be scientists for our watersheds in 

order to continue to monitor changes in habitat and fish use for 10 years after restoration 
projects are implemented. This year, volunteers donated over 1,500 hours collecting 

valuable data assessing habitat and conditions at sites throughout the Skagit watershed.   

SPAWNER SURVEYS 
The Skagit River is fortunate to have all five 
species of salmon return to its rivers and streams. 
This year, volunteers and staff visited 17 streams 
walking over 10 miles each and every week 
counting returning adult salmon. Since pink 
salmon (AKA humpies) return to the Skagit River 
in large numbers during odd years, volunteers and 
staff documented more than 22,200 adult salmon 
returning in 2013.

VEGETATION MONITORING
Each year staff and volunteers plant thousands 
and thousands of native plants in riparian areas.  
Our goal is to have 80% survival of the trees and 
shrubs planted at each site.  Citizen scientists 
were trained to assist staff with monitoring 
33 planting sites this year to evaluate planting 
project success.

“Hearing the fish 
splashing and 
fighting around us 
is a most special 
experience I 
never get tired of 
witnessing.” 
Chris Brown, Spawner Survey VolunteerPhoto by B. Connor



DONORS
Acupuncture Clinic

Scott Adams  

Adara Salon and Spa

Deene Almvig  

American  
Alpine Institute

Anchor QEA  

In Memory of  
Del Anderson  

Annie’s Pizza Station

Steve Applegate  

Nancy Applegate  
and Jim Palmer 

Scott Ashworth  

Aulos Design

Dan & Linda Ballard  

Diana & Clay Beagle  

Dave Beatty  

Danny Beatty  

Barbara Bennett  

Lynn Best  

Birdsview Brewery

Lyn & Jim Bishop  

Feryll and Rich Blanc  

Bill and Dee  Bloch  

Bill Bowen  

Ann Boyce  

Breadfarm

John Bremer  

Laurelynn Brooks  

Christopher Brown  

Kurt and Janice 
Buchanan  

Pat Buller  

Coleman Byrnes  

Cabela’s

Calico Cupboard

Hugh Campbell and 
Dianne Dalton 

Betty Carteret and  
Eric Shen 

Chair 9

Barbara Cheyney  

Roxanne Christensen,  
Horseshu Ranch 

Christianson’s Nursery

Laura Clemmer and  
Dan Glasser 

David and Anne Cohen  

Wendy Cole  

Bill and Betty Connor  

Al Craney  

Rob Crawford  

Shawn Crowley and  
Karen Petersen 

Brenda Cunningham  
and Tim Manns 

Ned Currence  

Jeff Dawson  

Roger Dorband  

David Downey  

Darrell Drummond  

Jennifer Eldred  

Tim and Peggy Erickson  

Bob Everitt  

Brian and Sandy Faber  

Fairhaven Ski & Bike

Christine and David 
Farrow  

Ron Feld and  
Lorna Klemanski 

Fidalgo Fly Fishers  

In Memory of  
Polly Fischer  

Chad Fisher  

George Fisher  

Fleshman Construction 
Inspectors  

Fourth Corner Fly Fishers  

John Freeman  

Bruce Freet  

Jim Fukuyama  

Kevin Garner  

Robert Gentz  

GeoEngineers  

Joe and Cathy George  

Jeanne Glick  

Oscar Graham and  
Pat Bunting 

Chris Grieve  

Peter Haase  

Haggen

Emmett & Pat Hannifin  

Betty Harris  

Tom Harville  

Barb Hathaway  

Ric Henderson  

Heritage Galleries

Hexcel Corporation

Hidden Wave  
Board shop

Angie and Jerry Homola  

Mary Hopley  

Steve and Gail Hopley  

Paul and Marie Hunter  

Island Adventures

Oliver Iversen  

Danial Jacobson  

Mary Janda  

Phillip & Judy Jensen  

Ryan & Christina 
Jepperson  

Adam Jewell  

Jim Johnson  

KGMGMT, LLC

Phil Kincare and  
Gale Masters 

Jim and Barb Kline  

Eric Knudsen and  
Judy Farrar 

Craig and Carol Koch  

Chris and Alexis Kowitz  

KPFF Consulting 
Engineers  

Paul Kriegel  

Kulshan Brewing Co

Frank Lacey and 
Jeroldine Hallberg 

LaFeen’s Donuts 

Robin LaRue  

Le Chat Noir

Dick and Elaine Lease  

Elizabeth Leavens  

Hal and Hella Lee  

John Leighton  

Longview Timber  

Rick Machin  

Sue Madsen  

Dwayne Massey  

Mary & David McDonald  

James McDonald  

T. M. McDonald  

Steve and Valerie 
McElfresh  

Jeff McGowan  

George & Sue Mehler  

Jack and Anne 
Middleton  

Curtis Miller  

Sue Mitchell  

Boshie Morris  

Bob Mottram  

Mount Baker Ski Area

Steve & Rebecca Murray  

Gabe Ng  

North Sound Brewery

Patrick and Carol 
O’Hearn  

Michael Olis  

Oliver Hammer  
Clothes Shop

James Owens  

Pam Rechel

Dena Petersen and  
Ann Buzaitis 

Doug Peterson  

Dave Pflug  

Phelps Tire Factory  

Dan Pinter  

Richelle Potter  

Puget Sound Energy 

David Radosevich  

Dick Raisler  

Red Apple

Jeanette Redmond  

Bill Reinard  

Fred Remlinger  

Doc Risedorf  

River City Screen

Douglas Robinson  

and Janice Martin 

John Rohde  

Maggie Rose  

Samish Indian Nation  

San Juan Excursions  

Wendy Scherrer  

Brian Scheuch  

Marcus Schumacher  

SeaBear

Sedro Woolley  
Food Pavilion

John Semrau Semrau 
Engineering & Surveying 

Jari Shira  

Gordon Sjogren  

Skagit Community 
Foundation

Skagit Conservation 
District  

Skagit River Ranch

Skagit State Bank  

Skagit Valley Food Coop

Tom Slocum and  
Judy Dudley 

Marlies Slostad  

Chuck Smith  

Blake Smith  

Laura Smith  

Jim Somers  

Soroptimists of 
Anacortes

Harriet Spanel  

Gordon Stacey  

Starbucks

Mark & Diane Studley  

Matthew and  
Holly Studley  

SWCA Environmental 
Consultants  

Swinomish  
Fish Company

Linda Talman  

Paul Tappel  
Fisheries Consultants 

Maggie Taylor  

Thompson’s Greenhouse

Sheila and Steve Tomas  

William Toomey  

Train Wreck

Barb Trask and  
Ger Van den Engh 

Richard Treston  

Paul Troka  

Tulalip Charitable Fund

Charlotte Underwood  

George and  
Laura Jane Viverette  

Duff and Pinky Walker  

Andrea Warner  

Washington  
Wind Sports

Wayne Watne  

Tiki Wegg  

Ron Wesen  

Wild Bird Supply

Mary and  
Frank Williamson  

Dennis and Trudy Wilson  

Woods Logging Supply

Pat Young  

Roy Zipp  

Stan Zyskowski

OUR SUPPORTERS
We couldn’t do this work without the tremendous support from our community.  

Our many thanks to all the donors, partners, landowners, grantors, local businesses, 
teachers and members who make the stewardship of our watersheds possible.



PARTNERS

ALEA Volunteer  
Cooperative Grants

Allen Elementary School

Bayview Elementary School

Beachwatchers of  
Island County

Beachwatchers of  
Skagit County

Cascade Middle School

Cascades Job Corps

Chinook Enterprises

Concrete Elementary School

Conway Elementary School

Edison Elementary School

Emerson Alternative  
High school 

Family Forest Fish  
Passage Program

Friday Creek  
Habitat Stewards

Immaculate Conception  
Regional School

Island County Marine  
Resources Committee

Island County Public Works

Jefferson Elementary School

Landowner  
Incentive Program

Lincoln Elementary School

Marblemount Hatchery

Mount Vernon High School

Mt Baker-Snoqualmie  
National Forest

National Fish and  
Wildlife Foundation

National Park Service

Natural Resource  
Conservation Service

NOAA Restoration Center

North Cascades Institute

Northwest Straits 
Foundation

Padilla Bay Foundation

Pioneer Center North

Puget Sound Corps Crew

Puget Sound Energy

Puget Sound Partnership

Salmon Recovery  
Funding Board

Samish Hatchery

Samish Indian Nation

Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe

Seattle City Light

Skagit Bald Eagle  
Awareness Team

Skagit Conservation District

Skagit Conservation  
Education Alliance

Skagit Coop Weed  
Management Area

Skagit County Fire District 16

Skagit County Marine  
Resources Committee

Skagit County Parks  
and Recreation

Skagit County Public Works

Skagit Land Trust

Skagit River System 
Cooperative

Skagit Stream Team

Skagit Valley College

Skagit Watershed Council

Swan Lake Watershed 
Preservation Group

Swinomish Indian Tribe

The Nature Conservancy

Upper Skagit Indian Tribe

US Fish and Wildlife Service

US Forest Service

WA State Department  
of Agriculture

WA State Department  
of Ecology

WA State Department  
of Fish & Wildlife

WA State Department  
of Natural Resources

WA State Department  
of Transportation

WA State Parks Department

Washington  
Conservation Corps

Washington  
Service Corps

Western Washington 
Agricultural Association

Wetlands Reserve Program

Whatcom County 

Whatcom Land Trust

Whidbey Camano Land Trust 

Wild Fish Conservancy 

PRIVATE 
LANDOWNERS

Alger Community 
Improvement Club  

Fred Binschus 

Robert Blair 

David Boon 

Chris Burkhart 

Lori Carpenter 

Cowboy Camp  

Sharon Crawford 

Andrea Dana 

Marvin Elliot 

Dorothy & Bob Elsner 

Allen Engstrom 

Brian & Sandy Faber 

Douglas Fowler 

Bill and Marilyn Henry 

Chuck Hill 

Chad Hillier 

Robert Hixon 

Heather Hoyt 

Oluf Johansen 

Steve and Sharilyn Kramer 

Dennis Kurtz 

Barbara Landrock 

John Leighton 

Garl Long 

Jay Lyman 

Michael Mahaffey  
and Nan Monk

David Manier 

Johan and Vicki May

Kelly and Dennis Mayo

Kevin Mendoza 

Alice & Bill Olson 

Walter Ortez 

Carol Pederson 

Rebecca Pinquoch 

Marguerite Pitman 

Jeff Pollock 

Jeff and Nancy Quivey 

Morrie and Charlene 
Robinson 

Kathy & Wayne Rude 

Rudolf & Louise Schaffner 

Jack Sekora 

Jean & Pat Shea 

Thomas and Diane 
Sickelsteel 

Tim and Maryann Spigler 

Wayne Stiles 

George Thelen 

Larry & Samara Thomas 

Thomas and Rebecca Twedt 

Howard & Teri Tyra 

Patrick and Marie White 

Shirley and Anthony Yengich

WASHINGTON 
CONSERVATION 
CORPS (WCC) 
CREWS

2012-13 CREWS
Caleb Dobey, Supervisor

Kevin Zelenak,  
Assistant Supervisor

Shelby Allread

Kelly Miller

Morgan Gilchrist

Micky Chamness

Jeremy Westra, Supervisor

Andrew Tischleder,  
Assistant Supervisor

Hannah Saldana

Brittney Nelson

Derek Rubio

Scott Olausen

PUGET SOUND CORPS 
AQUATIC CREW
Josh Boswell, Supervisor

James Van Der Vort,  
Assistant Supervisor

Melissa Madlung

Courtney Gilgor

Kristy Turner

2013-2014 CREW
Rob Crawford, Supervisor

Josh Boswell,  
Assistant Supervisor

Sam Drumond

Natasha Coumou

Melissa Madlung

James Van Der Vort

INTERNS
Donald Cleary

Kent Quikstead

Tyler Pedersen

CHRIS KOWITZ 
PRESIDENT
Biologist  
Mount Vernon

ROBIN LARUE 
VICE PRESIDENT
Civil Engineer 
Mount Vernon

NED CURRENCE 
SECRETARY
Fisheries Biologist, Nooksack Tribe
Sedro Woolley 

PATRICK O’HEARN 
TREASURER
Retired CPA and part owner of 
Emerald Marine Carpentry, Anacortes

KURT BUCHANAN
Fisheries Biologist
Mount Vernon

BRUCE FREET 
Retired Ecologist
Mount Vernon 

JIM FUKUYAMA 
Retried Chemist and Patent Lawyer 
Mount Vernon

JIM JOHNSON
Retired High School Teacher
Sedro Woolley

BOSHIE MORRIS
Self Employed
Anacortes

MIKE OLIS 
Tribal Forest & Fish Biologist,  
Skagit System Cooperative, 
Burlington

JIM SOMERS
Retired Orthodontist
Oak Harbor

SHEILA TOMAS
Nurse
Anacortes

OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ALISON STUDLEY
Executive Director

LUCY DEGRACE
Outreach Coordinator

SUE MADSEN
Restoration Ecologist

DEBBIE DENTON
Finance Manager

MICHELLE MURPHY
Stewardship Manager

Restoration Technicians 
ANDREW BECKMAN 
CORY FAKKEMA 
JOE GEORGE 
KYLE KOCH 
BENGT MILLER

 

AmeriCorps Interns 
MELANIE ANDERSON 
Washington Conservation Corps

TRISTAN WEISS 
Washington Conservation Corps

REBECCA WILLIAMS 
Washington Service Corps

OUR STAFF
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