By Ona Strikas
It still amazes me that my term with SFEG is rushing towards its end. In these
past ten months, | have learned so much about engaging the public in the natural
world, and the logistics of salmon restoration. I'm sure | will use this knowledge
in my future adventures.

From my first week here, | was thrust head first into one of our busiest seasons.
My fourth day of work, we held our spawner survey monitoring workshop, and
only a few weeks later, | was leading a planting party when | hadn’t planted a tree
in over five years-and only a handful of trees at that. As fall came in full force, |
learned how exciting it can be to work next to a river as volatile as the Skagit. As
flood waters threatened, Perry recruited me to go with to rescue over 300 potted
trees sitting dangerously close to the rushing waters at Ovenell.

I will always treasure the field days during my term, but | really enjoyed the
independence of designing and executing lessons plans for Junior Stream
Stewards, as well as for individual class presentations. Figuring how to make the
light bulbs inside of students’ brains become aglow was an enjoyable riddle to
me.

i Working with volunteers in restoration,
and seeing them appreciate the work we
are doing to help salmon and the
environment was the highlight of my term
here. Those experiences, along with the
connections gained, | will take with me
wherever my life s hall lead next.
Heartfelt thanks to SFEG. | will miss all
y'all!
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Ona is instructing MVVHS students at a tree
planting



