
Volunteers Brave Rain and Snow to Restore Floodplain Habitat 

By Lucy DeGrace 

This season’s planting parties and nursery events have been challenged by Mother Nature.  At 
our first event at Ovenell Slough, volunteers endured not just bitter cold but a bit of a blizzard.  
That didn’t slow us down though- 200 trees were planted in a few hours by a small but hearty 
crew.  Our second event, at the Marblemount boat launch, had to be cancelled due to existing 
snow.  Fortunately we were back in action by week three, at a beautiful site on the Sauk River.  
Volunteers were shedding layers as the sun made a welcome appearance.  We’ll hold one more 
planting party this spring.  In honor of Earth Day, we’ll be planting at Hansen Creek in Sedro 
Woolley on April 18 (see inset).  We hope you can join us if you haven’t already. 

In addition to our Saturday planting parties, several groups have 
pitched in to help restore riparian areas around the watershed this 
spring.  Laure Brooks’ marine biology class from Mount Vernon 
High School came out to our East Fork Nookachamps site early in 
March to learn about riparian ecosystems and restoration.  After 
planting 200 willow and dogwood cuttings, and 20 spruce trees, 
the students conducted simple water quality tests and came up 
with healthy readings of pH, dissolved oxygen, and turbidity 
levels for this section of the creek.   

On March 24 about 35 students from Emerson High School joined 

us at the Ovenell Slough site.  
No snow this time, but the 

students planted 175 trees while learning about the dynamic 
power of the Skagit River.  This site is home to massive log 

jams and some pretty impressive 
erosion.   
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Join us to Celebrate Earth Day! 

Didn’t get out to plant with us this spring?  Don’t 
worry- there’s still one more planting opportunity.  On 
April 18 SFEG will celebrate Earth Day with a planting 
event at Hansen Creek in Sedro Woolley.  In 
partnership with Upper Skagit Indian Tribe, Skagit 
County Parks and Recreation, Skagit Parks Foundation, 
and Starbucks, we will plant native trees and shrubs as 
part of a larger restoration effort at Hansen Creek at the 
Northern State Recreation Area.  The event kicks off at 
9:30 a.m. and we’ll work until about 12:30.  Starbucks 
will supply the morning refreshments to get you going, 
and Skagit Parks Foundation will provide lunch to 
refuel you afterward.  To get there: Take Highway 20 
to Sedro Woolley; just east of town, turn north onto 
Helmick Road, and park in the trailhead parking lot.  
To ensure we bring enough snacks and supplies, please 
register one of three ways: with SFEG at 360-336-
0172; email NSRAEarthDay@yahoo.com; or sign up at 
one of several Skagit County Starbucks locations.   

We still have a few more school 
groups scheduled for planting 
before planting season ends.  
Considering the weather our 
volunteers have endured, we’re 
particularly grateful to those of you 
have sacrificed your comfort in the 

name of habitat restoration!  We would also like to thank Calico Cupboard in Mount Vernon for 
donating refreshments and to Wizards of Ooze for dependable service this season.  
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